Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha
“I have called you by name...” (Isaiah 43:1)
“Come with me.” (Matthew 4:19)

A little girl, named Tekakwitha by her family and tribal members of the
Mohawk village, was born a Mohawk-Algonquin I4ative in 1656. As the result
of a devastating smallpox epidemic, she was left orphaned and physically frail
at the age of 4.

Despite Tekakwitha’s losses during her early life, she appeared to have desired
a strong and healthy relationship with the Creator (ne son kwa iat te son), God
of the Christian Blackrobes, unknown to her
uncle and aunt, her adopted parents.

As a member of the turtle clan, one of the
main Mohawk clans, Tekakwitha lived a
spirituality of her sacred animal from an early
age. Just as a turtle moves straight ahead and
is not hindered by any obstacles, she lived
her name Tekakwitha (sometimes translated
as moving all before her) by overcoming many
stumbling blocks so that she could know the §
God of the Blackrobes better.

Like her sacred animal spirmt, the turtle,
Tekakwitha was close to mother earth. The
rhythmic heartbeat of the land, where new
life comes forth, sustained her as she daily
walked in harmony with nature, with creation and with the Creator. Like the
turtle that gently and in close relationship with the land moves deliberately and
enjoys and learns from the whole of creation, Tekakwitha lived and walked in
harmony with nature and her Creator.

As a young woman, she had strong and deep convictions. She dared to
challenge some Iroquoian tribal values in order to pursue her goal. At the age
of 20, she was baptized and was given the name Kateri (Catherine). Kateri
Tekakwitha was a person of strength, dignity and hope. She walked the sacred
circle of wholeness and desired fullness of life with the Creator God.

As a faithful follower of Christ, Kateri showed much determination and
conviction in her journey to deepen a relationship with the Creator God for whom
she daily hungered and thirsted. Jesus made a difference in her life. Her drum
beat of life became much clearer and in harmony with her desires and hope
that Christ Jesus be the center of her life.

Rome recognized Kateri as a special follower and declared her Venerable in
1943; in 1980, she became Blessed. Today, many Native American Catholics see
Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha as one who continues to be in close relationship with
her people as a role model, and one who was able to live out a controversial
lifestyle in order to respond to a radical and passionate call to follow Christ.
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