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CAUG虹~AWAGA， QUE. 
E四RY day prayers are said by Roman 

Ca.tholics through饥lt the Iroquois wo:r1d 
for an illiterate Indian maid凹1 who æed 

269 years ago. Believing her to be endQwed 
with dlivine powers, they ask [or miracle cures 
which will elevate her to a sainthood and win 
for her the dlistinction of being 让le first 
native-born North American to be 
given the most exc1usive honor the 
Roman Catholic church has witihin 
its power. 切íe late Mother Cabrini, 
New York nun, often is r.egarded as 
NOi'th America's first 回int， but she 
was born in ltaly and lived in her 
native land until' she was 24. 

The Canad!ian girl is repeatecHy 
described as "the Lily of the Mo­
hawks," although best historical evi­
dence recalls her father as an Onie­
d包 pagan and her mother was an 
Algonquin Christian . τ'he Oniedas 
wel'e one '叮f 也e five o:riginal tribes 
of the Iroquois oonfederacy;'-but the 
Algonquins were outside this union. 

More generally known as Ka出arine ， or 
Kateri Tekakwitha in the Mohawk tongue, 
仕is Indian maiden already has received 
recognition from Pope Pius XII as having 
possessed rare qualities of purity and saintli­
ness, and has had the title "venerable" con­
f(.rred upon her. This is the first of three steps 
leading to sainthood. 

The second is the convincing of the Vati­
CUl that the miracles performed through the 
i、.iter.cession of Kateri were absolutely auth­
entic. If convinced, it will 口ame her "blessed." 
The spectacle of an Ind也n girl displaying such 
saintly virtues in a com:pletely pagan atmos­
phere, so impressed the Pope that he has ruled 
it necessary, in Kateri's case, to prove only 
two miracles in place of the usual four. 

The third and final stage is 也e proving 
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Iroquois Roman Catho­
lics pray Jaily lor the 
canoni:z;ation 01 Kateri 
Tekαkwitha. A b 0 v e, 
the p r e s i J e n t 01 
Caughnawaga's Society 
01 the Holy Family, 
aJmires a statue 01 
Kateri in St. Francis 
Xavier mission. Lelt, 
visitors W 0 r s h i p at 
Kate时's tomb on the 
St. Lawrence, f i v • • 
miles ead 01 Caugh-

nawaga. 

of a further three mirac1es. This would entitle 也e
maide孔，0:口e of the earliest Iroquois to be Christianized, 

to be named 8aint Kateri. 
Forced to flee her tribe at a tender age because of 

her Christian beliefs, Kateri wasn't d!四d many years 
before she was recog>nized throughout the Iroquois 
confederacy and b巳yond as a 四int， and she was 
worshipped as such for over two centuries before the 
cause of her canoni苟且g was taken up about 10 years 
ago. Kateri, wþo coulCÌ1n't write her _ow卫 name， today 
is- revered by Ìnd:ian people everywhere as the most 
sairutly individual ever to be produced by 位leir race. 

Kateri's cause for canonization was Í!Ilitiated in the 
U.8. Prominently identi包ed with the earlier efforts 
were Rt. Rev. E.' F. G~bbons， bishop of Arbany and 
the late Fr. Robert Holland, au此叫thor pf 
Te此ka此k七w咧i世也la旷，" a 1沁er吨1噶昭g斟t也hy poem 。丑 Kà:幻teri's 卫f扣e. The 
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