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CAUGHNAWAGA QUE.
VERY day prayers are said by Roman

, Catholics throughout the Iroquois world

* for an illiterate Indian maiden who died
269 years ago. Believing her to be endowed
with divine powers, they ask for miracle cures
which will elevate her to a sainthood and win
for her the distinction of being the first
native-born North American to be ;
given the most exclusive honor the
Roman Catholic church has within
its power. The late Mother Cabrini,

‘New York nun, often is regarded as

North America’s first saint, but she
was born in Italy and lived in her
native land until she was 24.

The Canadian girl is repeatedly
described as “the Lily of the Mo~
hawks,” although best historical evi-
dence recalls her father as an Onie-
da pagan and her mother was an
Algonquin Christian. The Oniedas
were oneof the five original tribes
of the Iroquois confederac ‘But the
Algonquins were outside - union.

More generally known as Katharine, or
Kateri Tekakwitha in the Mohawk tongue,

this Indian maiden already has received-

recognition from Pope Pius XII as having
possessed rare qualities of purity and saintli-
ness, and has had the title “venerable” con-
ferred upon her. This is the first of three steps
leading to sainthood. \

The second is the convincing of the Vati-
can that the miracles performed through the
intercession of Kateri were absolutely auth-
entic. If convinced, it will name her “blessed.”

The spectacle of an Indian girl displaying such-

saintly virtues in a completely pagan atmos-
phere, so impressed the Pope that he has ruled
it necessary, in Kateri’s case, to prove only
two miracles in place of the usual four.

The third and final stage is the proving
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Iroquois Roman Catho-
lics pray daily for. the
canonization of Kateri
Tekakwitha. Above,
the president of
Caughnawaga’s Society
‘of the Holy Family,
admires a statue of
Kateri in St. Francis
Xamer mission. Left,
vmtnr: w r‘c]up at

St Lawreﬁcc;, 1 2 -
miles east of Caugh=
| nawaga.

of a further three miracles.
maiden, one of the earliest Iroquois to be Christianized,
to be named Saint Kateri. v

Forced to flee her tribe at a tender age because of
her Christian beliefs, Kateri wasn’t dead many years
before she was recognized throughout the Iroquois
confederacy and beyond as a saint, and. she was
worshipped as such for over two centuries before the
cause of her canonizing was taken up about 10 years
ago. Kateri, who couldn’t write her own name, today
is revered by Indian people everywhere as the most
saintly individual ever to be produced by their race.

Kateri’s cause for canonization was initiated in the
U.S. Prominently identified with the earlier efforts
were Rt. Rev. E. F. Gibbons, bishop of Albany and
the late Fr. Robert Holland, author pf “The Song of
Tekakwitha,” a lengthy poem on Kateri’s life. The
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