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Fourtb Day) 

TEKAKwmAhtuwthehnchBl山bes in tbe early autumn oC 1667 
and then. only for a few days She was eleven y臼r8 old. Three Jesult 
Fathers were the guests of her pagan uncle (quite against his wíll ~ . and 

she was ordered to serve them. This brief m四ting 盹ems to have predísposed 
her to the Falth. 

In 1674, Father de Lamberville , who permanentlyresided at the Iroquoi8 
Mission of 5t. Peter's Itoday Funda , N.Y小 gave public instructions to a few 
Mohawks courageous enough to ignore the general antagonism to the Catholic 
Church prevalcnt among their fellow-阳gans. Tekakwitha apparenÙY was 
pre盹nt at the前 sermons， bul through f.铀矿 of her uncle or through shyness, or 
perhaps through both , never confided to the Jesuil her desire Cor Baptlsm. 

One autumn day in 1675, Fllther de Lamberville passed in front of her lodgc, 

and , movcd byωmc suddcn impulsion, cnlcred il. No onc should have bcen 
thcre. for the Iroquois harvested their ∞rn at that time of the ye盯. Much to 
his surpri盹， 1he missionllry found Tekakwitha, obLiged to remain al home because 
of a sore foot. The Iroquois maiden seized the opporlunity. She opened up her 
heart to Fa1her Jllcques and told him how eagerly she desired to receivc Baptism. 
Ile invited her lo come regularly to the chapel to pray. 

Soon FIl1her de Lamberville, ~ified by her profound piety, decided 10 re­
ceive her into the Church though he generally tried an adult two or thrce years 
before conCerring Bllptlsm. A carefuJ investigation as to ber lifc and characler 
convinced him thal Tekakwitha was indeed a worthy candidate. 

AlI that wintcr. she t∞k instructions much in the same manncr as Ilny 
modern convert coming back to the Fa.i th of his ancestors. Her praycrs. Kateri 
rapidly learned. for fear of 盹eing her Baptism delayed. 

on Easter 5unday April 5, 1676 in tbe Mission church of 5t. Peler. lhe 
priest questioned her : 

.. Do you wish to be baptized "> .. 
• 1 do. .. she answered and forthwith she w.部回lemnly christened and givcn 

the name of Kateri in the presence of a U the faithfuJ. 

But during the next two y饵r8 she wa8 known only by the name of "Chris­
tian". Hcr other names wcre forgotlen. I t was the most injurious taunt the devil 
could imagine. 

PONDER AWHILE... 

What does my Baptism mean to me? Dω~ it mean as much to me a8 it 
did to Kateri ;>... Have I ever taken the lime 011 to read attentively the dctailed 
ceremonies of Solemn Baptism L. (Now turn to page eigbt a nd read thc Prayer 
for the Beati民cation of Kateri .) 
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"J~肘III 哩。lt a irr.cusurc... " 
Fifth Day, 

OCEM烛IHEN Hot Ashes) . lhe well knownω川叫 a…­
panied by a Huron and by one of Kateri's cousins from Mission Saint­
François-Xa响cr as he was himsclL pald a visit 10 5t Peter'~ Mi8Slon in the 

early autumn of 1677. (Hot Ashes was lhe chief who ured to have the village 
drunks dumped into a pigsty unlil they had completely recuperated.) 

The elders were the 币rst Ind地ns to reccive the newcomers. but s∞n a crowd 
gathered. Hot Ashes spoke to hlS countrymen and invited them to enter into 
the one tTUe Fold. His audience. whosc curiosity (or religion was socn satisfied. 
began to dwindle away. Kaleri Tekakwitha however. stayed un lÎl lhe end . 

The pn臼t often hadadvlsed her lo Rec to Mi~8ion 5alO t-François-Xavier on 
the banks of the Sl. Lawrence whcrc she couJd pracllce her rcligíon in p幅ce . In 
the past , tbis suggωtion had Crighlened hcr. Today hcr uncle. whose wratb she 
feared. was away with lhe Dutch oC FOrl Orange and she {elt quile calm al thc 
prospect of leaving him. The Jesui1 broachcd the subject 10 Ilot Ashes who re­
plied :"There will be room in the canoe Cor her. since 1 inlcnd to go lo lhe Oneidas 
and preach 1he faith among the Iroquois nations. .. 

And 50 began lhe long lwo. hundrcd milc Irek t !lrough thc rcd and gold 
wildwood. Her uncle warn"d lhal shc hlld cscaped. loaded his gun wÎ th three 
bullets and followed lhe Little group o( lhrcc. Oncc he mel Kateri's cousin... 
bul pass(.-d by. not knowing thal lhc strangc Jndlan was onc of lhose he 50ught... 

Whcn Kateri learned of this adventure, she inlerpreted it as a sign of heaven­
lyapproba lÎon. .. Her journey was a continual prayer and the joy which she felt 
in approaching Montreal canno1 be 
put into words. .. 

Fathers Fr，四ùn and Cholenec were 
the first to read the nolc their friend 
Father de LamberviUe had entrusted to 
Tekakwitha for them : .. I 提nd you a 
lreasure ; guard it well 1" IgnorÏng thc 
contents of the letter but 陀alizing that 
she had no longer anything to fear f rom 
her uncle. Kateri Tekakwitha gavc hcr­
self entirely into tbe hands of Cod. I le 
would guard His treasure . 

PONDER AWHILE... 
Kateri ran away from sin. from temptations 血gainsl purily and against her 

faith. And 1 ?.. (Now tum to page eight Ilnd read 1he Prayer (or the Beatifi­
cation of Kateri .) 
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