
"剑9 IJesus, 1, Æus t $ u ffer fllt ml1ee !... " 

ISeventh Day) 

THE 归。n of a haughty ltaJian family of lhe 
Renaissance. S t. Aloysius Gonzaga. and a liltle 

「\， gtrl of the Mohawks.the Venerable kateri 
Tekakwitha have much in common. 80th are famed 
for the mnocence of thcir lives. for thelr penitenlial 
role in making up for the sins of their people and for 
their early deaths 

Thelr awful penances. Ka teri knew and admircd 
the extraordinary austerities of S t. Aloyslus. but few 
of us know about Kateri's . Our Twentieth Cenlury 
sensibililies shudder at the mere listing of them . 

Kateri alwaY8 prepared her confe崎ions by having a devoul Eriend disciplinc her 
The lhird stroke drew blood. but lhe blows kept rainìng down upon her shoulders 
A lhou盹nd lo twclve hundrcd blows each lime. 

Once in lhe mlddle of winter. Ka teri walked for a long lime barefool on lhe 
sharp ice of a pond. 011 and on, when the temperature was below free2:ing. 
she wenl wilhoul lire. She wore a girdle with iron spikes. One evening. hcr 
hearl pierced with sorrow for her sins. she burncd herself f rom her toωto hcr 
knees with ñrebrands. Unlil her friends stopped her. she would go wilhout 
cating each Wednesday and Saturday. Afler a meditation on the Passion of 
Our Savlor. she lincd the bark that served as her mat with sharp thorns Her 
confessor. who had not been consulted (Kateri simply wished to imitate S l. 

Aloysius . instantly regulatcd her devotions when he discovered what she W Ð.S 
dOlng 

To be 8ure. Kateri's aU8terities disconcert our modern pagan way of thmking 
just as lhe Marqui8 of Castiglione's macerations had scandalized the good folk 
of hls day The following words could have been said by St. A10ysius : 

" My Je8us. 1 mU8t 8uffer for 节、ee ; 1 love Thee. but 1 have offended Thee. 
It is to satisfy Thy jusllce that 1 am here. Vent on me. 0 God. 11、yanger
8ut it was Katcri who uttered them. 

PONDER AWHlLE . . . 

Tekakwitha did nol )ove lhe Cross for itsel f. She lovcd it because it is lhe 
only Way to JesU8. What about my penances? Penances that fit in wilh my 
health. my work. my age. Is my Christianity watered副down ?... (Now lurn to 
page eighl and read the Prayer for the 8eatifi曲tion of Ka teri.) 

s2 T.ent! 8 lime or pennnce! The I>cnunce strcSSCf! lhe 01051 by 0 1lr S，仙..i时， 01.0略;\'iIl8... ta 
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H !ltg ~øul JJs 1Reaby tll Die ttlit11 ~ørr01U… " 

(Eighth Day 

IN~山he Caωd叫O创liv咱e臼s. "M协y拥u叫1. .. J臼uω…s
Mt. XXVI. 38. 

Ka teri mirrored thi8 pha回 of our Savlor's sulfering in her life. Tongues 
unkind. Tazor-sharp. slashed away at her reputallon and caused her great sorrow. 
In the spring of the year following her baptism. during the hunting 盹a臼n.
Tekakwitha accompanied her people as they went in search of game. Cne of her 
aunts. possibly envious of her exemplary life. spied on her in order to be able to 
accu随 her before Father de Lamberville. 

1 t was then the custom among lhe J roquois for nicces lo 臼 11 their uncles 
JOiht:r. Once or twice Tekakwitha forgot lo do lhis and simply addressed her 
uncle by his name. His wife rushed lo lhe missionary and accused her niece : 

" 50 Kateri, whom you think i8 50 vlrluous. is afler all a hypocrite who de­
ceives you. Even in my pr，ωence she solictted my husband to SIO. .. 

After questiorung Kateri. the pnesl complelely exoncrated hcr and remained 
convinced that the Holy Ghost had always preservcd this flowcr of His garden 
from the slightest taint. 

ln New France she suffered much in lhe same fashion. only morc 50. Her 
firSl biographer gives two reasons for lhis : her behef thal among Chri8tians she 
would no longer suffer from calumny and lhe nalurc of lhe unlrulh hurlcd against 
her 

A good Cluistian woman. bUl .. somewhal givcn lo backbiting .. misinter­
preting certain occurrences. lhought lhal Ka lera W Ð.S trying to win her husbands 
affections and denounced her to onc of the Fathers. 

One evening. this woman's husband. aftcr huntmg an elk all day. entered 
the longhouse at a late hour. He threw himself on the I1rst pallet and s∞n fell 
asleep. The next moming his 呐fe noticcd that he had slepl next to Tekakwitha 
Her suspicions were con民rmed when shc heard him ask Katert to mend his canoe. 

The missionary, informed of these happenmgs. 8poke to Ka teri . "What­
ever... she might say then." writes signi l1canlly Chaucheli占陀. "she was not entire­
Iy believed... and what hurt her most was that the Father... accuscd her as if she 
had been guilty. .. 1 know of no better endmg to these hne8 than the 皿me writer's 
conclusion : .. The actual thoms of which she made u崎 for penance. were only a 
symbol of the interior thoms that were meant to try her 50ul I .. 

PONDER AWHILE . 

Ka teri accepted this suffering wilh great patience 0∞s an unkind remark. 
thoughtl回sly uttered. upset me. anger me L. (Now lurn to page eight and read 
lhe Prayer for the 8eati l1cation of Kateri .) 

~ A Jlccl61e is needcð ror lbe doclImenh conccrning tl,c Cnu~e or tbc l .ily or t!tc Mobnwks. S?! 
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