DON'T BE AFRAID !

Don't be afraid of this picture of Kateri. It has character and
much else that is worthy of note,

Last spring, Mission Saint-Francois-Xavier was honored by
the visit of Dom Pierre Minard, Master of Novices at the Bene-
dictine Priory of Saint-Benoit-du-Lac in Quebec. The story of
Tekakwitha and the sight of her relics awakened his interest in
her. He remembered having seen her picture in the library of
his abbey in France.

In the middle of July, he sent along with the engraving of the
Lily of the Mohawks which you now see, a letter to the Mission.

"1 am happy, " he wrote, “* that I can give you, as promised,
this small picture of Kateri Tekakwitha which 1 had spoken to
you about. I asked my Father Abbot (of the Abbey of Ligugé in
France) for it and he gladly offers it to you. It belonged to an
old collection of pictures of the saints, and to me it seems that
it dated from the first years of the xixth century. This illustration,
made in Paris, was probably intended for some book. It is the re-
production of a xviith century painting of which you showed me
a copy. It belonged to an old collection of pictures gathered to-
gether during his whole lifetime by a Fr. Meurisse of Roubais
(Northern France), who gave it to the Abbey of Ligugé in 1934,., "'

This engraving is the reproduction of a painting of the Vener-
able, made by a man who knew her well : Fr. Claude Chauchetiére.
Thanks to him, we know how she was attired. But the features
are certainly not fine enough. ““ After her death, " wrote Chauche-
tiere himself, ““ her face appeared instantly so beautiful and so
smiling that (her people) who came to see this wonder were quite
carrieg away by it as well as the French... " According to Fr. Cho-
lenec, her confessor, Fr. Chauchetiére “ made the painting as
best he could. Other pictures were made also, and thouih these
were badly done on paper, the Canadians value them highly... "

The illustration of Kateri on the next page apparently
stems from one of these pictures. The houses in the background
were added by the French engraver.

& Sticking severnl thousand stnmps on several thousand letters is a long, slow job, To give gou
better sorvice KATERI hos sequired & stomp meter for the venr. Rentuge @ $118,00, Stampn ¢
app, 8500,00, Totul : 61800, 2
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Jain the Tekakwitha Goild : o musy is offered evory woek (or the members, hoth living and dond.

9




