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The Maiden Called Tekakwitha 
by 

EO :-.1UNO J. RHOOEBECK, 8.S.. M.D.. FELLOW N.Y. ACAO. MED. 

即去翻UR且Y anolher life 1 of 
院士~j Ka teri Tekak......t.ha must 
M言叠。II seem unncc幽町 E二vcry­
晶晶』回~ thmg that 15 known noout 
hcr and thal IS very liulc mdeed 
ha5 bccn wriuen mnny times and in 
sevcral Illngungea. nnd lhc 剧ze of her 
blbliography IS nstoundmg. AII thftt 
,1) known for CCTtnm cnn be found m 
lhc accounts by Fnthere Cholen('c nnd 
Cauchclìère. her confcs.'IOT nnd her 
spiritu81 director. Addition o.l d t:lnils 
Et rc prcscntcd in 山e rcccntly publishcd 
"Positio of the Hietorìcal Section of 
the Sacrcd Congrcgatìon of Ritcs." 
Thnl is 811 that thcre> is 

'. l\1an.1/ biogra.ρhiC$ 
A number of biographieJ) have been 

bascd upon thesc carlier documcntJl 

In I:nglìsh. onc of thc first. that 01 
E.llen WalworÙl，四 particularly not('­
worthy 1 t is 11 5Cholarly picce of work 
F&thcr Wynn. S,]" co-Postulator for 
thc 四USC of Katcri. 响。te 11 lifc which 
is nuthoritnuve I1nd therc arc many 
othCfS 

Whcn 0.11 is ~id and done. thω(! hve8 
portrnyed thc cold and rather dull 
portrnit of nn Indinn girl placed an a 
øetting of historïcal .fl1cts I1nd usu l1l1y 
playing u secondary rol~ in thc glorious 
sloηr of thc Jesuit Martyr8 who pre­
ccdcd her. 

• Fír~t med{ng 
Now 1 am very fond of Katcri , whlch 

18 thc reason why 1 have becn asked to 
wrJte tl1l8 arUclc 1 mct hCT n fcw y田"
ngo wh臼1 11 ca5unl ncquaintancc p re­
配nlcd me 、叫lh 0. mcdl11 of n htùe. 
Indían &JTI. 且 Mohawk. of thc Iroquois 
uiJx. in which 1 hlld nlwnys becn in­
lcr~tcd . 

Immcchalcly 1 senscd what news­
pa阴:r mcn would cnll a humnn intefCJIt 
storv when th.., fncts of hcr lifc we.re 
told to me. How could a Mohawk girl 
of thllt 血g<! Ilnd c:ulturnl pattern‘ trod 
lhc p8th thllt Kotcri tt'od i 飞.vhat

madc hcr do 80 ~ Whnt factors in her 
lifco plnycd pnrt8 in th{' formation of 
hcr pCJ'8onlllity ~ Whllt W8S her pcr-
80n且hty pnttern > What was her 
cu!t.urnl sctlJng iI 

• A not 100 Itapρ'y litlle girl 
Knten WIl5 t.亨: first "Saint" in whom 

I rcally bceamc intcrested. The ac­
countll of thc livCll of othcrs which 1 
hlld rcnd wcrc so 5lllntly that 1 had 
vcry Iittlc in common wìth them. 
They were not humlln They needcd 
dcfr08ting ond l should not w唱nt that 
to hllppcn 10 Kateri ] should not want 
her gìldt'd up nnd 8urroundcd by an 
ilum In which the struggles and alriv­
anga of 11 littlc Indinn girl. and a not 
tωhappy one, plnycd no pnr t. 
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