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by Wilfrid Jury 

E Am i n h p i 呵, 肌rB恍k讪讪ha盯叫r
a剖tmγd岱es此ka副t th-e University of Western Ontario, had ac­
quaiIlted me with the darÏger to whi ,?h_ th~ f?resite of 

Caughnawaga might be! exposed, on _a,?count of the St_ Lawrence 
Seawav excavations_ At the close of the summer, aπangements 
were made for me to visit Caughnawaga and do a lì忧le exploratory 
examination in hopes 出at we- would be able to find the foresite_ 
1 1eft home on Octõber 29, at 7:00 P.M. and, arrived in Montreal 
about 7:30 A.M. 由e following morning. 1 was met _ by Father 
Béchard and Brother Beaudry who drove me to the Jesuit resi­
dence of 出e Mission. 

We immediately called upon the seaway people and_ ìlle 
Department of Indian Affairs' representa包ve and were cordially 
reêeived. A few of the older Indian residents pointed out where 
they thought the site was. It is situated_ at the-_coniluenc~ o! the 
little stream known as La Suzanne and the mighty River St. Law­
rence. 

Our first test trench was r山1 on a part of the land reported 
by an Indian woman _ to be the spot where_ she þa~ pic~ed .up rel.ic~ 
for many ye町s. We found evidence 由at Indians had resided 
也ere. For two days we ∞ntinued our excavations. Later we moved 
closer to the bãnks of the S1. Lawrence hop阳9 to find the 
palisades that undoubtedly surround~d the ví!lage. No palisa~e 
poles were found. 1 then we口t to a higher elevation nearer the 
banks of the little river, running a te5t trench five feet wide. 

E J)JTOR'S .\'OT.丘: .Archtologisl Wi庐-id JlIry of Ihr U1/irr1'sily rJ J仆'sl(1'1/

Onlllrio ;s wrll /WOWII for morl Iholl fifly 1 ndion silts Izt discot'rrl'd ond c.\'plo,-,d, porli­
cul(/rú' fo,. llis uvm y((I/'s' wo/'It al Ihe COlllldian I'II[O,.ly1'S' S lIrint 01 old $1. ,\111/)" s, 
λfidlll1/d OnlflrlO_ 口 n:cot'oU K(wololtwmltt, 110 onl ;s ómn- qllalifitd. 
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1 s∞n came upon the bedlogs of 出e foundation of a dwelling that 
had na i1s spread around the outside. This, of course, indicated 
that we were on the site of a dwelling bui)t by the French Fathers. 
We continued our digging, running the five f∞t te5t trench 
directly away from 出e St. Lawrence and found one piece of 
Indian pottery, a number of small pieces of g1ass, probably bottles 
used for mass wine, two pieces or European pottery or vessels, 
and one hinge used to hang the shuHer5 on. We were a! the site 
of the building which, in all probability from its situation, may 
well be 出at of the Jesuit residence. Undoubtedly the church wifl 
not be far from it. Rumors and reports told us that the Jesuit ceme­
tery or the cemetery conlaining the bones of Indians and, it is 
hoped, of Fathers James de Lamberville, S.J. and James Bruyas, 
SJ. was across the way. 

One kindly resident !old us of an arched tomb built of stone 
and brìck that has long been 5upposed to be the grave of one of 
the Fathers. This we opened and found to be a bake oven con­
taining hundreds of stones. We found it to be four feet wide and 
about twelve feet 10ng. At one end, many bricks were recovered, 
about six busheJs in all, and eighteen of them were intact. Here 
we found six inches of white ash with a few pieces of carbonized 
wood and a few naûs in them. Assuredly, this was one of the 
bake ovens used while the village was located there. 

We now hav(_ established the fourth site of the Mission known 
to the lroquois as Kanatak wenke. Il is a picturesque síte. The 
roar of thè mighty St. Lawrence and the Lachine Rapids is very 
much the same tOOay as ít was when the site was occupied. We 
have on)y to turn back in our imagination the pages of history 
to visualize 也is village before it was moved. It is one of the land­
marks of Canada. This historic site must be preserved. lt is in 
jeopardy from the development of the s~aw~y. It is impor!a_nt that 
Canadians pre饵rve these oJd sites. The University of Western 
Onlario is proud to have had the opporìunity of :::loi!19 a s~a1! 
piece of research in defînit~ly establ!5h~l!g U:e ~ite. 1 have .ha9 
Ínuch experience and it is always a thril1 to find a site on which 
也e early missionaries of our coun!ry have lived and labored 
among t11e natives of Canada. H is my 5incer~ hope that _thi_s p)ace, 
50 loñg ago abandoned, w.ill be excavated 5oon , an~ the_ site~ 
of the -dwellings and the church with the graveyard found and 
set aside as a memorial that will be kept in reverence and respecL 

7 



JJ,. rr'åll"d JU'II orillt 0,., Q/ IA. loro 'l,ipoù!o, m<u..ocin, k'9' h. ,,"co.,,.d. 

P1rð(O: ^rrn'''1t T.nlldrν 
Â‘ .，1时lt~oI，.ov.i.1 o!!"V,)1 r'.: J.a"!~， l)~lo'.~mi~，..，! n.! 1I r_. II a叫Id!l. ,qltl1p'r.lIJ'} OJ Ih~ neparll时川可 0/
lndia.. ,I/ài,!. I~. Vic..e_otllllolor. (",il1r lI.llic btrrl)_ On Ih.fourllt ,{I. 01 (;allgJma ,.'apa ul Ih. 
con_!lU(U /l' oll.it Slua~". Crt,k oJtd tA, 1"ι r"' ll'rene' Rir.r. '‘ l.IIdi.rt. Il~rrll . Jfall.O, 11r. J'i".l'o"ulolo,. onJ I',of ... o. Wilfritl J"'J/ oro,k 01 unr肘，巾p ,.,, 
1rearlh aflht Jrnìl ,uíJtna (16[16-171G). 


