sustains all the Mission with the care that they take to improve
themselves and by what they are doing to convert others; since,
however, most of them should have their lives written up, nothing

ftf"" 3

r“."flff -

M{m‘/ e 0_““) =

Help Kateri's Cause !
Prayers, sacrifices and alms
are needed.

The bird in coattails is the
Vice-Postulator in disguise.

more about them will be said here. Once again drunkenness
returned to the charge this year. As yet no drunks had been seen
entering the village; two had appeared and were immediately
punished as will be seen elsewhere.

The blessing of the first bell of the Mission took place in June.
The Holy Family [Association] alone bought it for the public’s
convenience because the one we had was too small and the fields too
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distant from the village. This bell weighs 81 kls and was called
Mary. We also began the method of teaching catechism on Sundays
before benediction. The Father explains the Christian Doctrine
and is afterwards questioned by the Indians who submit their
doub};‘.s to him. The Father also questions them on what he has
taugnt.

1683

At last all the monsters of hell, unable to stand it any longer,
made a final effort in the month of August; and at midnight in
a gust of wind, overthrew the chapel, a fall remarkable in all its
circumstances. All the articles of sacred furniture were completely
preserved, except five crosses which were broken. The statue of
the Blessed Virgin, which was at an elevation of eleven feet, was
simply overthrown. There were three Jesuit Fathers in the chapel,
one below ringing the bell, two [in the room] above the chapel;
all three were saved by a sort of miracle. The one who was below
was saved and thrown from the place where he was, where a
great hole was made by the beams which, in falling, broke the
planks on which he was kneeling. He found himself in a place
of safety without fear, without injury, praying to God and kissing
the relics which he wore about his neck. Another of the Fathers
was thrown into the air with the rafters, which formed a sort of
cage for him. The third of the three Fathers also fell, but was
badly hurt. He got up, however, from beneath the ruins and soon
recovered. All three without communicating their devotions to one
another had gone to pray at Kateri's tomb in the evening before
going to bed, and one had said the Mass of the Blessed Trinity
to thank God for the graces He had bestowed on her during her
life. The poor Indians were much afflicted at the loss of their
chapel, saying that God was driving them from the church because
they did not deserve to enter it. But they were inconsolable at
seeing their Fathers injured and sick; and said that these Fathers
were suffering from the sins of their children who did not want
to listen to them and live as good Christians. (To be continued.)
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