PHOTO MARY DUHAIM

St. lsaac Jogues and
Bl. Kateri Tekakwitha
St. Gerard Majella Church
Hollis, N.Y.

(Cont’d from page 14)
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ver since visiting Fonda, NY, last summer, Blessed
Kateri has beqome my powerful intercessor. The young
girl in my parish, J.Q., seriously injured in an auto acci-
dent last summer, has made remarkable progress and is
now undergoing plastic surgery operations. She was never
expected even to come out of her coma. She can play cards
now (as a memory therapy)! I used the Kateri magazine
(the issue before the Spring, 1981 edition) to spread her
story. May I have several copies of that issue to pass along
to others? People seem eager to pray to Kateri when
they hear about her. . . ' (Chicago, IL)

(When acknowlsdging favors to Kateri, be sure to indicate details.)

HE CAME FROM PARIS

N 1680, the year of

Kateri Tekakwitha's
death, Fr, Peter Remy,
P.S.S., who had come to
Canada in 1672, was ap-
pointed Pastor of Holy
Angels’ Parish at Lachine,
which he would be re-
sponsible for until 1706.
On all sides, people
i spoke of Kateri's holi-
P i ness and of the many
favors and miracles pre-

viously mentioned. At the
little settlement on the
north bank of the St, Lawrence, practically facing the Indian mission,
her devotees invoked her more and more and even went to pray at
her tomb in the little church dedicated to St. Francis Xavier.

The Pastor, a native of Paris, frowned with displeasure. How
could a young native, who was barely converted, have reached the
perfection of a St. Genevieve or of a St. Louis so dear to the heart
of France? The years tripped by and in 1696, Fr. Remy heard that Fr.
Cholenec, Kateri's former director, was preparing a life of his
spiritual daughter of yore. For eight or nine years, the good Pastor
had been completely won over to the one who was known as “'the
miracle-worker of Canada,” and in March 1696, he decided not to
delay writing to the Jesuit. He considered himself in duty bound to
report the favors the Iroquois ‘“saint” had poured down upon his
parish. Later on, as they took place, he would add others to the list,
more than a hundred in all.

To begin with, the good priest was sceptical about Kateri. He
was not at all impressed by his parishioners' accounts of the cures
obtained for them through the Servant of God. But the day came when
he considered it wise to implore Kateri to help him. How did this
change of heart come about? Fr. de Charlevoix in his monumental
History of New France, published in 1744, gives us a version already
touched by legend. Each year, he wrote, it was customary in the

Fr. Remy as seen by our artist
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tions, he vowed, if Kateri restored his health, to offer several masses
in her honor; to go to the Mission of St. Francis Xavier to celebrate
the Holy Sacrifice, and to make a novena, partaking each day of her
ashes and earth of her grave diluted in water.

The next morning, he awoke alert and nimble, without any pain
in his thigh, and immediately went to ring the Angelus. He then lost
no time in offering a mass of thanksgiving to Kateri and in ac-
complishing the rest of his vow.

These blessings, as one may well imagine, transformed Fr. Remy
into an enthusiastic worker for the girl whom he had previously
judged unworthy of serving as a canal for divine favors,

Children First

The first ones he noted in the report he prepared for Fr. Cholenec
were about children. For them as well as for adults, he generally
proceeded in the same way. He offered the ailing ashes from Kateri's
clothing or earth from her tomb mixed with water or again added to
medication, to pasties of the clergy or to salve that Bishop de Laval
had given him. At the same time he advised them to make a novena
of nine Hail Mary's and promised to recommend them to Our Lord
through the intercession of the Iroquois Maiden each morning at

Holy Mass.

As early as 1681, Kateri favored a fine family of Holy Angels’
Parish with a singular blessing. Our Congregation for the Cult of
Saints, as well as the Congregation of Rites at that time, would not
have accepted it as a miracle for the canonization of Kateri Tekak-
witha. But what did the mother of three-month-old Rene Fortin think?

The child was seized with panic fears which made him cry out
day and night without stopping. His face was black and blue and a
sight to behold. The mother in tears saw nothing better to do than to
take her little one to the pastor, who read over his head the first
chapter of the Gospel of St. John. In 1535, Jacques Cartier had done
so for the agohanna or chief of Hochelaga, who was completely
crippled with rheumatism. The child's panic worsened. Wouldn't he
succumb to these strange alarms? Fr. Remy then advised the mother
to dedicate Rene to Kateri Tekakwitha and to make a novena or have
one made at her grave. She immediately gave her consent to the
suggestion, and, as if by magic, the tears and the cries subsided.

In 1684, Kateri affectionately took care of Lambert Cuillierier,
who was only two years old. The simple faith of Rene, his father, and
Marie Lucault, his mother, arouse her compassion. According to the
pastor, the little one was suffering from consumption. He was just
about unable to take any nourishment and was reduced to skin and
bone. His final hour was not far away. What could be done? On the
other side of the river, at the junction of the little Suzanne River and
the St. Lawrence, in the church of St. Francis Xavier, were buried the
relics of Kateri Tekakwitha: there his parents carried Lambert, set
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mother remembered the past favors Kateri had granted her and
proceeded as she had done before: a visit to the Mission, a mass
offered, and a novena begun. When her devotions were completed,
little Marie no longer suffered from scrofula, “an incurable disease
in this country,” noted Fr. Remy.

To cap it all for that year, Marie Matour had a cow which was
swelling up before her eyes and was in danger of dying. Very simply
and with complete trust, she promised to have a mass said by her
pastor for this intention. The poor beast's swelling immediately went
down, and the Cardinal family was saved from a considerable loss.

The first favor Kateri conferred on the Cardinals in 1696 was not
important enough to overthrow the walls of Jericho. It did, however,
come in the nick of time. In February, John, aged five. had swallowed
a blade of wheat or straw which was choking him. It was impossible
to budge it. To the mother’s immense relief, a few gulps of water with
ashes from Kateri's dress dislodged the blade of wheat.

During this same year, Marie Matour again appealed to “good
Kateri,” and her prayer was once again heard. Charles, born during
the previous year, was covered with an eruption. The mother sent
for ointment to rub on him. The surgeon had one of the empirical
remedies of the time, composed of quicksilver, delivered to her. She
was to rub only the knees and wrists of the child. Without bothering
about these instructions, she smeared her son's entire body with it.
It sent the little one into frightful convulsions. Summoned on the
spot, Fr. Remy hastened to her home to recite the prayers of the
Roman Ritual for the dangerously ill. Afterwards, with the mother, he
dedicated the child to God through the mediation of Kateri Tekak-
witha. Marie Matour immediately began a novena of nine Hail Mary's
a day, and the priest promised to offer the little fellow to Our Lord
each morning at Holy Mass. Thereupon they had baby Charles take
some orvietan® mixed with ashes from the clothes and the tomb of
“the good Indian.” To the great joy of his mother, Charles Cardinal
was instantly cured of the eruption! This woman was an excellent
Christian, and thanks to her celestial friend, received from God
whatever she asked for.

Peter and Mary Cardinal and their children were not the only
ones to benefit by Kateri Tekakwitha's blessings. In 1694, Francis
Roy, a youth of seventeen years, strugged vainly against a bad
fever despite the treatment of the best doctors of the country.
Convinced that his end was near, he called for his pastor, who invited
him to put his trust in “good Kateri" and to make use of all the
means he suggested to his ailing parishioners. The priest and Francis
fervently prayed to her during nine days, after which the fever faded
away.

2. “Venice treacle,” an inoffensive variety of theriac, now recognized as a quack remedy.
It was for internal consumption and of the consistency of thick honey.
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Then during the same year, there was the case of James Paré.
This child of seven years could neither eat nor drink for evelen days.
Fr. Remy finally administered him the sacrament of Extreme Unction,
It was the feast of the Apostles Simon and Jude, October 28, and his
condition was extremely critical. The parents along with the pastor
dedicated James to Kateri Tekakwitha and practised the usual devo-
tions. Furthermore his father pledged, if his son recovered his health,
to go each year on the same day to the little Indian church to have a
mass of thanksgiving said close by the remains of the young “saint.”
The following night, James asked for Indian corn to eat, Hence-
forth his health would be excellent. The child was intelligent, and the
priest took the trouble to teach him to read. Later on his parents
would send him to his uncle in Angers, pastor of the parish of Plessis,
to have him educated in case he had a priestly vocation.

The months that followed passed by very quickly in Indian file
until 1695. This time a baby of three years was the beneficiary of
Kateri's loivng-kindness, powerful as she was on the heart of God.
Louis Nepveu, like Charles Cardinal, was covered with an eruption,
and even worse, his mother had no milk to feed him, only blood came
from her breasts. She took upon herself to dedicate her son to Kateri
and, on April 17, anniversary of the death of the saintly girl, carried
him to her grave, and had a mass said during which she offered a
loaf to be blessed. Before returning home, she requested the Fathers
to begin a novena for her son. As soon as it was over the mother

could nourish her little one, who was marvelously delivered of all
traces of the eruption.

In the month of November, deeply grieved, Francis Dubois, one
of the parishioners of Holy Angels’, knocked at the door of the
presbytery. His son, aged thirteen months, named Francis like him-
self, was dying. For a week, he had been vomiting all the food that
had been given him and had been in the throes of continual convul-
sions. The surgeon who was treating him gave him up, and his mother
was inconsolable.

The sympathetic pastor told the father that he counted on seeing
the little boy cured, if his parents put their trust in Kateri Tekak-
witha. Francis Dubois agreed and accompanied the priests to the foot
of the altar of the Blessed Sacrament and consecrated the infant
to Our Lord, with His servant, “the good lroquois,” as go-between. On
returning to the presbytery, Fr. Remy wrote a few words of encour-
agement to the distressed mother and recommended that she make
use of the same devotional practises as the other members of his
flock who were ill. Each day during mass he would pray for Francis.
The following night, the child ate heartily without any bad effects, and
was never again troubled with convulsions. The pastor concluded,
“As | myself have seen, he has been very well ever since."

(To be continued.)

— 30

FOR JUNE
AND
EVERY OTHER
MONTH

“I will shower down abundant blessings on all f._heir undertakings,” the
Sacred Heart promised those who were devoted to Him. St
It was with this thought in mind coupled with that “f. I\;:tc’?_s '.a:}‘s'c
that the Vice-Postulator wrote The Visions of Bernard de Hoyos, the ,)m;._m; '11{
of a young Jesuit of the 18th century, who was no doubt the greatest apostle
of the Sacred Heart after St. Margaret Mary. o8 =

The Sacred Heart was faithful to His promise, for in 1980 Pope Joh
Paul II beatified the Lily of the Mohawks, Kateri Te‘kdklbrthﬂ. oyl
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were roses. .

“ .. I was made to understand that the riches of this Heart fmg nfit b.cit;
r:)‘fere;f‘ to me for myself alone to enjoy, but that through me others mig
benefit by them.” ; T

{’f'.l"his is the book for all who wish to renew or to revive their devotion
to the Sacred Heart. ‘ ' Ak

Only a limited quantity of The Visions remains. It's now a collector’s item.
Ten dollars postpaid.

The Visions of Bernard de Hoyos, S.].,
Apostle of the Sacred Heart
Copies: 1-— 2— 83— 4 —
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