paradise, she promised. He died on Xmas day.

CONOMAWN =

The Martin Skondegonrasken

Roll

artin Skondegonrasken, one of Kateri's contemporaries was only
18 years old when he settled down at the Mission of St. Francis
Xavier in 1673. Predisposed to Christianity, he was baptized after only
two months of probation. He had a great devotion to Mary. During
the Xmas hunt, he fell seriously ill. In the heart of the forest, Our
Lady appeared to him three times. Soon he would be with her in
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An un-retired missionary
monk...

This year Fr Daniel Madlon
0.S.B. will be 86. "According to
stipulation for priests, he writes, |
was supposed to be retired at 76.
But | have aways been un-retired.
Thank God. | still keep doing
pastoral work, offering Mass for
the elderly going on communion
calls, visiting the hospital, working
with AA and having prayer
meetings. We are short of priests.

This year | shall be a priest 60
years. God has been so good to
keep me healthy and spry. | thank
Him all the time. What sufferings |
have | share with my Saviour. Jesus
says: “Do this in memory of Me!”

I came among our Indian
people on June 24th 1934, in a
Model Ford, in the midst of a dust
storm. It was during the “Dirty
Thirties”. | drove in a much needed
rainstorm at night. Dust and Rain
and Wind changed the Dust to
mud. It plastered my windshield. |
have survived crossing the frozen
Missouri River in a snow-storm., |
have slept in the snow. When
roads were blocked by a blizzard, |

put food on a child's sled and
pulled it over snowdrifts to the
isolated and hungry. | also rode a
horse. | drove trucks and begged

for grain, cattle, hogs and
chickens, picked up old
refrigerators, old time iron
cooking stoves and charity

clothes... for our school and
mission store.

Trouble is opportunity in work
clothes. It helped me to be a good
shepherd, a good samaritan and
bring others out of the ditches of
selfishness, self-pity, alcoholism,
addictions to drugs, hunger and
want. | pray for all priests so that
they will not be disposal maniacs,
disorderly but prudent planners,
diligent in their work, blameless in
their speech and conduct, so that
their lives will be well ordered like
Blessed Kateri. Lord, help us to
make your work our work."

Daniel Madion 0.5.B.
St Michael's Indian Mission
St Michael, North Dakota 58370

P.S. Father said he was forgiving those

who were torturing his name
"Madlon”, calling him "Mad
Lion”.
If you wish to meet Fr Madlon you
can do so at the annual Tekak-
witha Conference or else go and
see him at the St Michael's Indian
Mission, at St Michael, North
Dakota, 58370.




