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KATERI No 185

Aim

1. Our quarterly bulletin, Kateri, published by the Kateri
Center, intends to help you obtain favors both temporal and
spiritual through the intercession of Blessed Kateri
Tekakwitha. It is hoped her Canonization will thereby be
hastened.

2. It aims to increase the number of Kateri's friends and to pro-
cure from them at least one daily Hail Mary for her
Canonization.

3. It also seeks your donations, for without them practically
nothing can be done to make Kateri known and to have the
important favors attributed to her intercession examined
and approved.

Contents

Each issue of Kateri contains:

1. One or several pages on Kateri's life and virtues;

2. News from Kateri's friends everywhere;

3. The account of favors due to her intercession;

4. News concerning the native peoples of America, with spe-
cial reference to the people of Kahnawake and their
friends.

Benefits
Your contribution ($5.00 a year, or more, if possible) enrolls
you among “Kateri's Friends” for whom:

. A weekly Mass is offered;

. A weekly Mass for deceased friends is offered;

. The Vice-Postulator prays at his daily Mass;

. The spiritual treasure of the good works of the Society of

Jesus is opened;
5. Extra graces are merited by working for Kateri's canoni-
zation.
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Katerigram

The 150th Anniversary of the
St. Francis-Xavier Church in Kahnawake, Qc. Canada

Kateri never knew this church, though her presence is strongly
felt here. Kateri never prayed in this church, but she listens to
the requests deposited by all kinds of people praying at her
tomb.

After fleeing from Fonda, Kateri arrived at Laprairie in
1676. She did not live there for long, however, as the mission
soon moved upstream to Kahnawake (Cote Sainte-Catherine),
where she quickly became a fervent church-goer. She believed
that her God was there in a special way, and she would take
refuge in the little chapel to renew her physical and spiritual
strength. While praying Kateri would be transformed to such a
degree that her people liked to come and watch her pray with
such ardor, with such rapture... In presence of her Lord, her heart
was burning.

The churches that she visited - at Fonda, Laprairie and Cote
Sainte-Catherine - have all disappeared. The one dedicated to St.
Francis-Xavier in Kahnawake goes back to 1720 only. The corne-
stone of the present church built on the same site was laid on
May 19, 1845. All the statues and the religious gifts offered by
the nobility of France, who showed such true missionary spirit,
were re-installed in the new church. The monstrance before
which Kateri must have prayed and contemplated, is conserved
here - she had such a deep devotion to the Blessed Eucharist.

After her death in 1680, her remains were stored away in
the church of Coéte Sainte-Catherine. When the Mission finally
settled down in Kahnawake opposite Lachine in 1720, her bones
were also brought here. White-haired pilgrims may remember
having seen them in a sealed glass box which would be taken out
of the rectory vault every morning with great veneration.

It is only on November 1st 1972 that Bishop G.-M. Coderre
presided at the translation of the precious relics into a marble
tomb in the right transept of the church.

Without any doubt Kateri is rejoicing with us on this
anniversary and contemplating all the baptisms, first commu-
nions, novenas, pilgrimages, weddings, funerals and masses
which have been celebrated here these 150 years. She promised
that she would take care of her own people and of the whole
country after her death. Since she was declared the second
patron of this church on April 17, 1983, she must be doing so
much more than ever.

Happy Anniversary to the St. Francis-Xavier church and to
the Shrine of Blessed Kateri! Let us thank God for all His gifts!

The Vice-Postulator,
Jacques Bruyére, S.J.
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Photo: Province of Quebec, Secretary of State, art works inventory.

St. Francis-Xavier Mission church in 1945.
Hardly any changes have been to the building’s exterior
in 150 years except to the steeple.

“The Christian message is to be open to all cultures, bound to no single culture
and made accessible to every human person through a process of incultura-
tion, by which the Gospel introduces something new into the culture, and the
culture brings something new to the richness of the Gospel.”

1831: Preliminaries to 1845

Father Joseph Marcoux arrived on March 1, 1819, to take over as parish
priest in Kahnawake. He immediately recognized the need to build a new,
larger church, but for lack of funds, proceeded to implement the two most
urgent repairs (in 1831):
A The separating wall between the nave and the sacristy was torn
down, the main altar was pushed to the back wall of the church.
A" A new sacristy was annexed to the rectory side.
B The old steeple on the river side was dismantied.
B’ A new stone tower was added to the opposite south side with a
brand new steeple.

Fourteen years later work could begin on a new enlarged building. The new
steeple tower and sacristy were simply integrated into the new cruciform
church (added to the drawing).

St. Francis Xavier Mission
(du Sault Saint-Louis)
1717 (1754) - 1831
(seen from the river)

(1754)
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Drawings by Capt. R. Piper
Montreal, May 5, 1830
National Archives, Ottawa

(with permission)

new cruciform
church (1845)




Present

stk cruciform church

1845 - 1995
IMPORTANT DATES

(1845)
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Blessed
Kateri's
Tomb
(1972)
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& & 1845 May 19th: after demolition of the old church, construction
\ ; S ¥ begins on the new St. Francis-Xavier church, under Rev. Joseph
X TARCAMAAREA S A A st Marcoux, parish priest since 1819.

BV Wl 1855 May 29th: death of Fr. Marcoux, after devoting his entire
priestly life ministering to the Mohawks (43 years).

1855 Sept. 10th: arrival of Rev. Nicolas V. Burtin, o.m.i., who becomes
pastor in 1864. He served the natives here in all during 35 years.

1888 May: arrival of newly ordained Rev. Guillaume Forbes, who
becomes pastor in 1892 (and eventually archbishop of Ottawa
in 1928).

1903 Return of the Jesuits, absent since 1783.

1915 January 1st: arrival of the Sisters of St. Anne.

1916 The first native Knights of Columbus are inducted in the Lachine
Council (1776). On Feb. 8, 1959 they will become an indepen-

o

Old church
(1717-20)
New

SHRINE OF BLESSED

KATERI TEKAKWITHA
(since 1983)
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2 3E — i dent and self-supporting sub-section.
ﬁ o ﬁ “3 1934 The first Iroquois Jesuit, Rev. Michael Karhaienton Jacobs, is
=< g & E ordained a priest here July 1st by Archbishop Forbes.
2 2 = s 1939 Sundays in February: first appearance of the Mohawk Mixed
5 - g = Choir outside Kahnawake: at the Gesu in Montreal, Rev. Alfred
] 4 [l —-
g 2z 8 5 £ Bernier, S.J. conducting.
: g 5§ '§ & é 1943 January 3rd: Kateri Tekakwitha is declared Venerable.
s gL o £ &z 6 6§ g% 1950 September 10th: Cardinal Tisserant visits the Mission and blesses
i 1 = o ) c o
. § g weey S BED R £ 3 So%g the new Kateri School.
= v < - a = g 3‘=‘-;3 8 é -§ ' f§§ e 1959 June: Opening of the Saint-Lawrence Seaway.
: : z on Y B E55. 5 2 FE- g 1965 Major restoration of the Mission church.
= Sho < B 2E22 E :zEess 1966 June 26th: the first Daughters of Isabella Council is founded in
: s % § ®82% 8 228358 Kahnawake: “Lily of the Mohawks".
<=2 A2 @ g 93 - 93 £o: 1969 June 15th: a new bell is blessed by Jesuit Provincial Fr. Florian
s = 2T s Ees 32 §3% Lariviére, S.J.
= = X o ' 1972 Nov.-December: Blessed Kateri’s tomb is installed in the church.
+5 e 0 é 1 Bishop Coderre presides over the translation of the relics.
% RS o 1980 June 22nd: Beatification of Kateri Tekakwitha by Pope
: = 5 | John-Paul Il in Rome.
o : 1983  April 17: Blessed Kateri is named second patron of the church,
2 the latter is declared her shrine.
A . 1985 Inauguration of the new Kateri Hall; April 17th its builder, Rev.
AR R ST Paul-E. Beaudoin, S.J. passes away.
+ . 1987 October 11th: ordination here of Deacon Ronald Boyer.
teessrenines L-H—P Y s 2 t 1990 March 19th: death of Rev. Henri Béchard, S.J., Vice-Postulator of
1 :.::—‘ 38 T Kateri’s Cause during 40 years. He was one of main historians of
r 58°¢e I Kateri's life.
+ < 1995 May 19th: 150th anniversary of the laying of the cornerstone of
T e the present St. Francis-Xavier church in Kahnawake, Quebec,

Canada.




May 19, 1995

of the second Mission church

Inscription deposited in the cornerstone
May 19, 1845

To the eternal glory of God
and to the honor of the Virgin Mother of God
under the name of Saint Francis Xavier
this 14th of the calends of June of the year of our Lord 1845
(old Latin Church calendar still in use at that time)
under the sovereign pontificate of Gregory XVI
and the reign of Victoria Alexandrina, Queen of England,
the most illustrious and most reverend Ignace Bourget
being the second bishop of Montreal
and the honorable Charles Metcalfe,
proclaimed, by royal decree, Lord Fenhil, governor-general of Canada
the reverend Joseph Marcous,
pastor of this mission and missionary to the Iroquois for the last thirty-three
years, the principal grand chiefs of this village of Sault St-Louis being
Martin Tekanasontie Thomas Tiohatekwen Charles Katsirakeron,
Thomas Sakaohetsa, Jean-Baptiste Saonwentsiowane,
Joseph Tenihatie and Pierre Atawenrate
Reverend Father Félix Martin, superior of the Jesuits in Canada,
the architect,
Frangois-Xavier Poitras, Francois & Jean-Baptiste Branchaud,
brothers, being the contractors,
Reverend Joseph Vincent Quiblier, vicar general,
blessed and laid the cornerstone of this church
which is of greater dimensions than the preceding one
built by the reverend fathers of the Society of Jesus.
Assisting him were the said Rev. Father Martin,
Reverend Father Tellier, S.J., pastor at Laprairie
Reverend Father Léonard, O.M.I.
the Reverends Duransaux, pastor at Lachine,
Pignot, pastor at St. Philomena and
Vinet, pastor at St. Constant

Mational Gallery of Canada, Ottawa

Photo: R.-M. Tremblay (1993),

(SAGMAI, Government of Quebec)

Photo; André de Repentigny (1984)

The other Mission complex buildings: the west wing (1754),
the main central rectory unit (1717-),
the security vault & museum (1914) and the sacristy (1831).

The tabernacle

of the sacristy altar.

It goes back to the origins
of the Mission,

perhaps earlier.

Was it in the sacristy of
the old church?

Was it made in France
and imported?

Experts are puzzled...

“We need to recognize that our world is increasingly aware of the rights and
diversity of cultures, and that cultural groups are properly asserting the quali-
ties of their heritage. We need to respect them in their self-affirmation and to
work along with them creatively."




