The Blessing of Saint Catherine Church
at Cote Saint Catherine

ince the death of Kateri in April

1680, how many churches were
blessed, at Coéte Saint Catherine?
When the Iroquois mission separat-
ed from Laprairie in 1676, and
came to the "Coéte”, there was a
chapel, 22 longhouses and the
missionaries’ house. No documents
exist which could tell us if there
was the blessing of a new chapel,
but it is sure that this spot was
often frequented by pilgrims from
all over: Montreal, Lachine, Que-
bec, Laprairie...

Two years after her death, the
Iroquois village first moved to
Kahnawaton, then to Kahnakwaré

behind in Céte Saint Catherine,
besides Kateri’s tomb? Even the
Relations of the Jesuits do not
record that... But we know that in
1928, a church was built in front of
Kateri's burial place, on a piece of
land donated by MM. Aimé et
Hilaire Guérin. Its blessing was held
in 1929 by Bishop Georges Gau-
thier. The church was named Saint
Catherine of Alexandria, since
Kateri was not declared a blessed
yet. How many churches were built
on this site since the Indians moved
away? For sure in every fort there
was longhouse used as a chapel.
The Jesuits wanted to protect the

Indians and make

Kateri’s tomb in front of the new church.

in 1697, to finally settle down in
Kahnawaké in 1719. Every time,
the belongings of the church were
taken along, Kateri’s relics without
fail, and the Jesuits remained the
administrators of the Mission till
1793, when the Order was suppres-
sed. It was only in the year 1903
that they would take over the
Saint-Francis-Xavier Mission again.
Meanwhile, what was left

them independant of
the Whites, who too
often would bring
them to practice
drunkenness and
debauchery. What
made the Indians
move so often, first
of all, is the bad
example exhibited by
the Whites and also
the clearing of land
on the manors which
would infringe on
the land of the
Indians. They had to
withdraw and keep away from the
Whites even if they were deprived
of the mill and other commodities
supplied by the missionaries.

Kateri‘s tomb

After her death at the Saint
Francis-Xavier Mission, Kateri was
buried there but it didn't take long
for the Indians to put her remains
in a safe place and her relics

followed moving out to a new
emplacement. The burial site was
always kept so the pilgrims could
come over to visit and pay hom-
mage to their holy sister. There
could have been a small cemetery
at the same spot, right where the
church stands today.

Blessing

Sunday September 19 was the
date chosen by Bishop Jacques
Berthelet for the official blessing.
He was assisted by his episcopal
vicar and Father Pierre Limousin,
the parish priest. The Bishop of St-
Jean-Longueuil went around the
church with incense and holy
water. He praised the parishioners
for their collaboration and their
solidarity. It's not easy to build a
church today. As the saying goes:
“No pain, no gain”. “You must feel
united with the other parishes of
the diocese”, did he say. And if
every parishioner is “a living stone
of the church”, then we can fore-
see a bright future”.

Blessed Kateri must rejoice in
this new sanctuary, so close to her
tomb. After her canonization, who
knows, the Church might be named
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha.
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