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Chief Joseph Rontagarha Roll
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n 1677, Joseph Rontagarha, then twenty-five years of age, came to live at the Mission of
St. Francis Xavier. He had already been to France and had showed himself a fairly good
Christian after his return. Following a hunting expedition with Tiouasteskon, a Mohawk
brave, member of the Holy Family Association, he became a devout church-goer. The
conversations with his friend led him to a personal love of Christ. He often collected the
children of the neighborhood in his longhouse and taught them the Creed and other
prayers which were sung at church, much to the satisfaction of the Blackrobes.
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Amerindian News

Bishops Encouraged to Develop Ministries
for Native American Catholics

ishop Donald Pelotte of

Gallup, N.M., urged the
U.S. bishops June 19 to get
to know who the Native
American Catholics are in
their dioceses and "learn
the gifts they have to offer
and the needs they have".

Speaking at the opening
session of the bishops' June
19-21 meeting in St. Louis,
Bishop Pelotte said more than
half of the 4.1 million people
who identified themselves as
Native Americans in the 2000
census lived in cities and
towns. Nearly half "live in
dioceses that have no office or
pastoral program specifically
designed to meet Native
American needs," he said.

Bishop Pelotte, one of two
Native American bishops in
the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops, is chairman of the
bishops' Ad Hoc Committee
on Native American Catholics.

"Among some of our native
people are families who
have been Catholic for more
than 400 years. All they ask
is that the Church continue
to be present to them," the
bishop said.

He said the results of his
committee's survey of U.S.
dioceses indicated that
there were just under half a
million Native American
Catholics, or about 12% of
the total Native American
population — a count that
he said is "probably very
low." "Forty percent of
dioceses are unaware of the
numbers of Native American
Catholics living within their
boundaries", he said.

Bishop Pelotte listed training
and other resources available
to dioceses that seek to start
or improve ministry to native
people. He particularly urged
them to develop more trained
leaders from among the
Native Americans in their
dioceses. The study, he said,
found that there are currently
27 native priests, eight
seminarians, 74 deacons,
34 women religious and
65 ecclesial lay ministers. He
said the committee believes
the number of native ecclesial
lay ministers is "much larger
than what was reported.”
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