EXCERPT FROM A& SPEECH TO NATIVES
BY POPE JOHN PAUL II

The Church hasdeclared to the
world that Kateri Tekakwitha
is blessed, that she lived a
life on earth of exemplary
holiness and that she is now a
member in heaven part of the
Communion of Saints who
continually intercede with the
merciful Father on our behalf.

Her beatification should
remind us that we are all
called to a life of holiness, for
in Baptism, God has chosen
each one of us “to be holy and
spotless and to live throu%{fz
ove in His presence”. (Eph.
1:4) Holiness of life-union
with Christ through prayer
and works of charity - is not
something reserved to a select
few among the members of
the Church. It is the vocation
of everyone.

My brothers and sisters,
may you be inspired and
encouraged by the life of
Blessed Kateri.

Look to her for an example of
fidelity; see in her a model of
purity and love; turn to her
in prayer for assistance. May
God bless you as He blessed
her. May God bless all the
North American Indians of
Canada and the United States.




