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FATJ-lEI\ YZEl\MANS VICTIM OF HEART ATIACK 

TIlURSDAY AT PJllU-jAM; SBI\VICES j-IELD MON. 

Resident Priest of Vernda1e 26 Years; 
Came to U.S. in 1910 with Colony of 
Dutch lmmigrants 

l3uria1 at Crosier Monastery 

Thurs. May 5th , 1938 

Bishop Busch and Forty Priests Take Part in Services 
Held in Vernda1e; Chllrch Filled to Capaci ty 

The entire community ancl othe l' communities in the state 
who 1mew Father Yzermans were s l10ckecl ancl grief stricken last 
1飞i1m'sclay on learning of llis slldclen cleatll from a heart attack 
on that clay a_t Perham. 

Father Yzermans hac1 gone to Perham on the lI-Ionclay prececling 
his sudden cleath to relieve Father Wa1cher , Chaplain at the St. 
James Hospital , f0 1: a fe\'J ζ1a)'s. On Weclnescla)' he sufferecl a severe 
heart attack ancl a11 meclica1 ca1' e avai1ablc fai1ccl in 1' a11γing 

l1im f 1' om this i11ncss which bro{lght his cleath the f0110.吐ng
morning at five o'cl(ÌlCk (Thursclay). 

Father Yzermans wrote a series of articles in this 
newspaper in 1933 telling how he happenecl to come to the Unitecl 
States from j-I011ancl. I\t 1: I'at time he relatecl in one of his 
artic1es , that a priest f 1'om America hacl come to the Monastery 
in J-Iolland and told them about a St. Patl1 , Minnesota lancl company 
having a large number of acres of land in Onamia ánd Butlcr , 
Minnesota that they w01l 1cl like to have seHlecl by a "Dutch" 
c010ny. lü th the p晶ssibilities of wealth and good living con田
cli tions in this 1and a colony of 80 Hollamlers vo1unteerecl to t a1,e 
up the proposition. lüth Father Yzermans , Father Van Dinter 
ancl another 1ay b1'other from the Monastery aS their superior 
guicles and 1eade1' s , the co10ny left the harbo芷 s a t Antwerp March 
10 , 1910 on the Lap1anc1, then the largest steamer operated 10)' 
the Red Star Line. It took them eiGht clays to make the voyage , 
arriving ín New York City on Sunda)' , March 18. And on the 
f 0 llowing Wednesclay. t hey 飞吧 rein New York Mi11s 1' ead)' to jOllrney 
to their new home1ancl at BlI盐 1er.

BlI tler , thei1' dest:ination being an in1an<l p1ace necessitatecl 
a11 members of the colony beíng transportecl across COII口 try with 
thcir baßgage by a Caravan of \I!agons ancl buggies. After a slow 
journey across countl'y through mud and rough roac1 s 80 comn旧n at 
that ti -e in the spring of the )'ea J: the)' arrivecl at their new 
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home1ancl. He1' e , temporary clwe11ings that hacl been erectecl 
with beds , chairs , tables , ranges , food , etc. , therein awaited 
them. 

The first yea玄 at Butler , Father Yzermans re1atecl that the 
co1ony met up with a very clry year that b主 ought on man1' ha1'clships 
ancl resulted i口 20 of the immingrants returning to Hollancl after 
the first year in America , and Some of the yoUtlgel' folks leavil1g 
for p1aces i l1 the southern pal't of the state to wo 1'k out. 

l'athe1' Yze1'mans waS in ßutler wHh the co1ony fo 1' six months 
before being replaced b1' the late Father Keyze1' s ，飞_ho clied i l1 

1932. Fl.0m Butler .Father Yzerrnans waS sent to I-Ienderson , Minnesota 
to replace the p 1'工 est of that cit1' fo 1' six months Nhi1e he took 
a t忧:r i均P t扣o E血u盯1
charge , Father ~zermal1s was sent to Lessrup (sic) on a like charge 
for a few months. From Lεssrup ， he rettu"ned again to Butler , 
from whel:, e he v.Jas clesignated to t ake over missions at Vernclale. 
A1d1' ich , Mot1e1' and Phi1b 1' ook once a mOllth. It was clu1' ing the 
mOllths that this proceclU 1' e was going on that the Catholics of 
Vernda1e got together and made 1' equests f0 1: a resiclent priest. 
TllÌs they we1' e granted ancl bought the olcl Adventists chu 1' ch in 
the sout l1 part of town fo 1' $600. 

Wit l1 the church be工ng obtainecl , thc1' were then fo 1' tunate 
in receiving Father Yzermans as their resident pastor飞\\1110 came 
here in the spring of J.911 ancl took up 1iving quarters i l1 rooms 
over the S. W. Reγnolds res 立de l1ce. Gesicles l1is Vernda1e charge 
he macle frequent trips to Mo t1 e1', Philbrook ancl Bertha and 
1' egu1arttrips to A1drich to holcl services. 

After the origina1 Catholic church in Ver l1da J. e had bllrned 
to thc ßrouncl , Fathe1' Yze 1'mans at once got bus1' allcl negotlated 
the erection of the fine St. Fredricks chllrch bui1cling in 1918 , 
飞.~hich still stallds anclwi11 remaill stancling for many 1'ears to come 
as another monU ll1ent of achievement in hi5 honor. 

It is necc1 1ess for us to repeat the life of this man ，￥hom 
1'ou a11 kno \'l 1eacl such an excmp1ary 1ive1ihoocl above reproach 
sociall1', mora111', useful11', faithfu111' ancl 101'a1 to his religious 
order. 

l'ather Yzermans wi11 be missecl great11' by us a11 , and especia111' 

to those who ma1' be confinecl to their homes wi th i11ness , aS Father 
Yzermans cou1cl alwa1's be countecl 011 to visit thc sick , regard1ess 
of what 1' cl igious fai t11 the1' may have be1hmecl. 

Henry Yzermans was born Ju11' 3 , 1870 at Va1aarclingen , 
Nether1ancls ancl cliecl Th1'usclay , Apri1 28th , 1938 in thc St. James 
Hospita1 at Perham at the age of 67 years , 10 months anc! 28 clays. 
He began 11is profession ill t11e Orcler of the H011' Cross at St. 
Agil t l1a , Nethel: 1ancls Seþtan ber 25 , 1890 ancl \vas ordai l1ecl as þriest 
June 14 , 1895. He \Vas Professor of Vogmatic Theolog1' i l1 the Mother­
house at St. Agatha. He came to the Ul1 itecl States in 1910 with the 
Rt. Reverend Wi11i_ Van Dinter , who for man1' years was pasto1' 

of the B1ue G1' ass church and I'rio1' at Ono.mia , allc\土s now Master 
Genera1 of the O1'cler. The cleceasecl is survivecl b1' two b 1' others and 
two sisters i l1 H011ancl. 

F0110wing 1S an accollnt of the fllneral se1'vices at Vernclale 
anc1 at Onamia as submittec1 to us b1' Reverencl W. Van Roo1', O.S.C. , 
pastor of the chllrch at ß1ue G1' ass: 

(next) 
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Funera1 Services 

Funera1 services for t l1e Rev. H. Yzermans O.S.Cr. , pastor 
of St. Freclrick's p盯 1811 Vernda1e and A1c1 rich 10egan S飞 111c1 ay
afternoon when the remains of the 1oelovec1 and side1y ]cno、 m

parish priest were 1orogght fro lU the Schoen1oerger funeral 
par10rs at Perham. The Rev. W. Van Rooy O.S.C. , pastor of the 
B1ue Grass (sic) anc1 the Very Rev. A. Van Zutphen O.S.C. , prior 
of the Crosier comlUunity of Onamia , wherto Father Yzermans 
1oelohged , had macle extensive arrangements for t l1e funera1 
s01mmnities. W:th the Very l{ev. A. van Zutphen as ce1ebrant ancl 
the Rev. J. Tertoogen of But1er ancl the Rev. Langer of Waclena 
functioning ad cleacon anc1 subcleacon the bocly was awaitec1 at the 
entrace of the church. Members of Vernclale's ßooster C1ub were 
pal1beareres. The church and surouncling grounds were fil1ed 
with friencls of thc clear cleceasecl priest , ancl the Rosary was recitec1 
f or the repose of his sou1. 

From 4 p.m. until the next morning a cont 工nuous wake waS 
he1cl by the men of the parishes , who glacl1y offerecl an hour of pray­
er cluring the night for the shephercl of their sou1s. The lac1 ies 
in the meant :ime were preparing for a general clinner to 10e servecl 
to the c1ergy , who wou1cl attencl the service on Monclay. A1so in 
the eveninß at 8 p.m. a Rosary waS saicl in 1 he crowded ch旧ch ， in 
spi te of a gloocl-like rain. 

Many Masses were orclered to be said for the benefit of 
Father Yzerm吐ns; the appreciation for a f riencl of a l1 waS spon­
taneous , loyal ancl generous. A spirit of clepression and mourn 
hun[: over Verndale ancl A1drich alike. Ancl from far came strangers , 
who had 10een acquaintecl with the active priest , to paγa last 
respect. 

Monclay morning three Holy Masses were offered up in the Vern­
dale church clur ing I',hich the f ai thfulJi of both P'飞 rishes received 
Holy Communion i l1 large num1oers. The first Mass l\1as saicl by 
the Rev. W. Van Rooy , of ß1ue Grass , the second by the Rev. H. 
Sch01tens , professor at Crosier College , Ünamia , and the third 
was the s01emn fundera1 Mass , clebratecl by the Very Rev. Prior 
Van Zutphen assísted by the Rev. J. Tertoogen of ßutler as 
deacon ancl the Rev. J. ß100meste1n of Onamia aS subdeacon. The 
Rev. J. Van cler Hu1st temporarily in C]1icago , 111" functioned 
as master of ceremonies. In the sanctuary was the t<'1ostK Rev. 
J.F. Busch , bishop of St. Cloucl , assisted by the Rev. Z1tur of 
Osakis ancl the Rev. Joseph O.S.B.. subprior of St. John's College. 
Also in the sanctuary hacl taken seats the Very Reverencl Mgr. 
Thiebaut , ViC8X Genera1 of the dioces , Mgr. P1achta of Satlk Oentee 
anc1 Mgr. Mahoald of the St. Cloud Catheclral. In the first pe l\1s 
节ere the Reverend Clergy from c1ifferent parishes of the cliocese , 
ancl a ,1 elegation of the Sisters of Per l1am hospi tal "，he主 e Father 
Yzermans clied last Thursclay mornin{5, of the sisters of Waclena 
an'J the Sisters of llel1e Prarie. Among the capacity c ro飞NCI

in the c11urc11 we observed Father Yzermans' faithful housekeeper 
for the last 14γears ， Mrs. Dena Reichel , a cousin of the c1 epartecl 
pr iest wi th his f ami1y f rom St. Paul ancl the entire Commun i ty of 
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priests and brothers from the monastery of Onamia. The Rev. 
Terence Carroll O. S.B. , son of the parish , who is stationed in 
Du1uth , was a1so i) resent. An enormouS multituc1 e fillec1 the chtt1' ch 
and the surrounding grouncls once more. 

The So16mn Funeral Mass was sU l1g by an occasio l1al Scho1a 
of Crosier-priests with the Rev. Schirmers of Perham as cantor. 
The Rev. J. Van de l1 Bosch O.S.C. was at the organ. 

Æfter the Mass Bishop J.F. 日usch e;ave the absolution over 
the corpse al1d preached an eulogy on Fathcr Yzermal1s. "This 
parish"__thus the sacre c1 preacher co日丑nencecl--"has lost a very 
devotec1 pastor , thc Orc1er of the C1'osie1' Fathers 10st a l1 ex四

emp1a1' Y membe1' anc1 the c1 iocese of St. Clouc1 10st a true apostolic 
p1' iest. I-lis 1ife fo 1' the 1ast 25 yea1' s waS fo 1' a11 of us an open 
book , of which the pages are te1ling of many f01c1 outstanding 
features (sic) of exemp1a1'Y christian life. Father Yzermans aS 
a youth hacl taken to hea1' t the Savio1" s wo 1'世: "If thou will be 
perfect , go and 3e11 a11 what tholl hast ," fo1' he waS f 1' o111 a mo1' e 
than ordina1' Y 、.'e l1 -to-clo fami1y ancl the flltme was 100ldng bright 
for him with a11 the comforts of 1ife; nevertheless he chose to 
join a re1igious Orcler , he 1eft his home and his country to be 
a true priest of Ch1'ist in our 阳iclst. He fillecl h :lmself by se1f-
deniea1 and humble obecliencc fo 1' his g1'eat responsib1e task of gain回
ing souls. His life was a continuous strenuous effort of bringing 
1ight and v Ü' tue into a cla1' k and immora1 worlc1. I-Ie has been a 
real "Good Shepherc1," w110 gave his life fo 1:' hi8 sheep~"1 Verndale 
and Aldrich ," th c:: orator continiuecl , "a.r e small l1nits of our 
diocese indeecl , but they are great ancl pr. ivi1er; ec1 fo1' tbe fact that 
they hac1 Father Yzerma l1s as pastor. He1' e he has bu li:1t a beauti-
ful , st1'ong ancl solic1 monument to express his apostolic zea1 , but 
many mO l' e permanent buildings has he put up i l1 the souls of his 
pa1' ishione 1's. ",h0111 he steac1 ily built up to be sanctified temples 
of the H01y Ghost. Anc1 no ene r. gy , 110 time , no effort 飞飞吼s too r, reat 
f 01' this cluty , which he has g1' aspec1 so eminently Vlel l.. But , noVl 

he has gone from us , how his example has burnt into 00 1" very 
80u18 and i t may \vork even lllore inf luence than ",hi1e he was i11 our 
presence. IHs going is a tremendotls 1088 , but i t might be al1 
the Iìlore irnpressive , aS Our Lorcl Himself has once said: "It is 
good f 01' you tha t 1 go." His memory , af ter he c1 epar tecl , wi l1 
make us live witll him in the eternal habitation which 11已 now

shares with the ange1s ancl the saints; it \1i 11 leaclour t iJ O\1Chts 
ancl hearts on high; it makes us V, ink of the life ofter this 
and makes us more supernatural , more like to Fa.ther Yzermans. 

"lt is undoubted1y very clifficult to c1uplicate Father 
Yzermans and his religious activities. If there were recorcls , 
they wou1cl show Some outstancling revelations of his hUlllbe 1' of 
converts , of cha1' ities ancl inf1uences by good example; and 
1 wish my diocese to lea1'n fronl this devotecl priest the inspir­
ation that not on1y the routine cluties of teaching and gl1 icling 
of s0111s is the task of a priest , but self-denial and sacrifice 
in the first place. 
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11 1 t is a pious opinion 晶n the Church that a chi1cl of 
Mary l~il1 be 1' ecleemec\ f 1'om pains ancl suffe1' ing on the first 5at­
urday after his deatho Fathe l' Yzermans certainlγwas a chilcl 
clea1' to Mary ilncl we may be sure that he shared this privi1ege 
recol1ectecl by the Church. He cliecl just befo1' e a Saturday and 
just befo1'e the month of May , Dec\ icatecl to the fllessecl Mother 
Ma1'y. It is not to us to canonize Saints; only the Ho1y 5ee pos­
sesses that p1'e1'ogative , but w旧 can ancl lIlay great1y app1' eciate 
a saintly 1ife. And we maγimagine how kindlγ Goc\ j-Iimself mllst 
app1' eciate such a clevotec1 lif e. 

"I-Iovl.'cver , since "nothing clef ilecl can cnter IIeavcn ,1I we maγ 
do him the in\Îustice of not praying fo 1' him. lVe must 10ng con­
tinue to p1' ay fo1' him , since the futllre i5 fo 1' US l1 tlce 1' taJ 妇， and 
even if Father Yze1'matls Ùlaes not neec1 oU 1' p1' ayers , hewi11 make 
gooc\ use of them for others whom he pe 1'haps so often t 1' ied to 
bring to bette1' 1ife , but sti11 without success. You , especiallγ ， 

peop1e of Ve 1' ncla1e atlc\ A1c\1' ich keep his l11emo1'y a1ive , it wi1] 
be a blessing for you." 

flishop flusch endecl his llpeech , spoken with a touchec\ anc\ 

5upressec\ voice , with this call on the peo1)le of t he two pa 1' ishes. 
The c1ergy the且 accompaniecl his Most Reverencl Lo r c1 ship to the 
parish !Jouse , from where a11 went to the basement of the church , 
飞Ilhe 1' e the 1adies of thenparishes hac1 p1'eparec\ a tastefu1 clinner. 

At 1: 15 the fune 1'al procession 1eft for Onamia where a.t 
4 p.m. interment took place on the Crosier cemetery 10t. 1n the 
Church of Onamia t11e students of the co11ege sang the sacrecl chant 
under the clirection of t110 Rev. R. K1aver O.S.Cr. The stations 
of the cross were recitec\ anc\ a p1'ayer for the cleceased priest 
enclecl the ce1' emonies , afte1'飞"hic11 the guests took lu !1ch in the 
students refecto 1' Y of C1'osie1' College. 



Another item from the Same newspaper on the death of 
Fa ther Yzermans , Vernda1e Sun , Th咀rSday ，问ay 5位" 1938. 

Onamia archi ves t uncler Fa ther Yzermans. 

A GRAND OLD MAN PASSES ON 

1n tribute to the late Father Henry Yzermans , the above 
caption does not come c10se to clesc芷 iblng this maηwho meant 
so much to the re1ig10us order l1e represented ancl the comn旧nity
he s ervecl so v悟。口derfu11y 1n the twenty-six years he waS in 
Vernclale. 

We dare say , Father Yzermans passed out of this wo1' ld wi thout 
an enemy , something that few , if any people 11飞ríng could boast 
of t as wel1 as many w110 have passed 011. His lclnc1 deeds , thought­
fulness a l1cl ready aclvice to al1y t l1at may have aslcecl it are beyo l1cl 
value. 111 further tribute to flather Yzerlllans , we clo believe he 
1cnew hardlγan idle Illinutes (sic) in h1s life; l1e wou1d of 
course , first atte l1d to his church cluties , his sick cal1s , etc. , 
the l1 , if there \.e1' e time , he may write a story with all abu l1clance 
of humo1' fo 1' this newspaper 01' some lllagazil1e , or he may spel1cl 
the time i l1 his artistic paintines of which he has macle Illany. He 
waS i l1 the process of making an elaborate painti l1g clurihg his 
Spa1' e llli l1utes , befo1'e his cleath. 

The church be11 ",hich he rung faithfu11y so manγyears 
as Angelus at 7:30 i l1 the Dlorninι ， at noon and at six 0 'clock 
\'Ii11 be missecl 110t 0111y as its prayer symb01 , but as i ts mark 
of time. This , of course , was in custom with the church but not 
a1ways carriecl out so faithf1111y in other tOM1S. 



From same copy of VERNDALE SUN , T11urs. May 5th , 1938 -­
the Aldrich News section , page 8. 

IN TR IßUTE 1'0 FR. YZ旦且~IANS

A de1egation of women were called to Verm\a1e Thursday 
to cooperate with the women of Vernådle to p1an on the dinner 
for the numerous priests anc\ Bishop who woulc\ bo present at the 
sac\, but s01emn rites of their beloved pr旦时 t Fa ther Yzermans t 
whose funeral took p1ace at the chllrch of St. Frec\ rick on Monday 
monn1ng. 

Father Yzermans has gone f 1' o阻 ou1' midst to his eterna1 
reward. No g1'eate1' friend hac\ humanity than the talented , 

cultll1'ec\, a 1' tistic priest , the 民ev. Fr. Yzennans. 
Fo1' ove1' 26 yea1' s the best pa1' t of his 1ife he watched 

over his peop1e. 
The night waS never too da1' k and sto1'my no1' the way too 

10nß fo 1' him to 1eave thc conforts of homc anc\ journey fa1' 

to some humb1c home and to adn口 nste 1' the last comfo 1' t that could 
be given to some wo 1' thy sou1 about to c\epart from this earth 
"this vale of tears. 1I 

It was not a10ne 阳.1Ong his OMl f10ck that l1e 1abo1' ec\, but 
among those that we 1' e not of his folc\. All people 飞.ve 1' e c\ear to 
him , 1工 ttle child1' en would pause in their p1ay to give liJ血m
a smile as he passec\ thei 1' way , ancl wou1c\ f lock arollncl 11im in 
homes 飞，;hich he visited , to hear a sto1'Y, 01' have him pencl1 
sketch themse1ves , 01' other things so true to life. He has been 
cal1ecl by muny "The Gooc\ Shepherd" of his f lock. Thotlgh in poor 
health for several years 7 he was never heard to murmur ata1_ l1st 
the tria1s and ha1'cl wo1'k that his ebbing strength hac\ to bea1', 

bllt 1ike his be10vec\ Master he bore his cross along the 
weary way to Calvary. 'I'hen he hearcl the voice of His belovec\ 

Master , "lve11 c\one , tho l1 gooc\ ancl faithful servant." Ancl as he 
livecl he c1 icc\ at the foot of the Ho1γCross that he 1ovec\ s。

we11. Ilut mere words cannot C\ O him justice. The gooc\ c\àec\ s 
of this hU111b1e ancl pius priest wi11 live in the hearts of the 
peop1e. --且ose A. Kel1y. 
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