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Faith is expressed 
in prayer, penance, and purity 
St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
Eacllmollt11 tll~ωIgllOut Ule rell1aÎllillg ~Ye(lr o{Falth" 
t/lIs (011川11 will feature 501lle0 l1e, past or prese叫 wllO L; 
(i wit11ess offriWI wit/!ill tlle Dlocese ofDlIlutlJ. TlJe 
eXrlllψ 'e Of"5I1C!J (1 伊 σ t c/oud o{witllesses" (Hebre阳
12:1) call 如 ω1 inspiratloll for growtll 111 刷"向ith

ByUzHoe何erle

The Northarn Cross 

I~比i比s呻巾e回n叫It t…t 
l1fewi诅11 have upon ot由her囚S. Such is the c曰"妃e 飞叽t由h ，

young Indian woman 、who lived a humb!e lJfe of 
pra呵Y'盯r， penance and purity out of love for our Lord 
JesuωChrist 

St. Kateri Tekakwitha was ,born in 165610 the 
Mohawk village of Qssernenon, near what Is now 
Aurlesville, N.Y. Her fa由er was a Mohawk chlef, 
and her mother was a Cathollc Algonquln 

Katerl endured many sufferings throughout h'er 
IIfe. A smallpox epidemlc struck her vlllage when 
she was four years old, taking the lives of her 
father, mother and younger brother. Katerl was also 
severely affected, $uffering facial s四rs and 
Impaired vlslon for 由e rest of her life 

Being cared for by relatlves, she later 
encountered French )esuit mlsslonad创 Th，
mlsslonaries were greatly impressed with her plety 
and vlrtue and eventually began teachlng her 
catechîsm lessons. Katerî surprlsed her village by 
re!ectlng 泣1e normal custom of marriage. She 
deslred to glve her love totally to )esus Chrlst 

5hortly after belng baptized at the ageοf20， 
Katerl reallzed that her practice of Chrlstianîty was 
dîsrupting harmony wi由In her vll1age, 50 she fled 
to a nearby village of Christlan converts, near thε 
city of Montrea l. Here she sought union 叫出
Chrlst through a lîfe of prayer and penance. She 
dled at the young age of 24, during Holy VI矿巳ekof
1680 

Because of her deslre to rernain pure for Jesu鸟
she has been given the title "LHy of the Mohawks." 

A wltness to many 
5t. Kateri was not only a wltness to 仕lOsewho

knew her, she has a1so been a 飞vitness of falth to 
people thrO\判ghout the world for the past three 
centurles 

"F;v巳 ryone Is affected by 由Is woman ," sald S15ter 

Marle Rose Messingschlager, C.D.P., director of 
lndlan Mînîstry for the Dlocese of Duluth. The 
October 2012 canonlzatîon of 51. Kateri brought 
thls to fruition , as Sîster Marle Rose was 
surrounded by people from throughout the world, 
representlng all natlonalltles, lndlan and non-
Indian, lay and rellgious, young and old. "The 
d，飞。往 00 、vas universal." 

When asked what most a忧racts people to 
51. Katerl, 51ster Marie Rose îdentified two 
attributes - her penances and her deslre fOI peace 

It has been a custom in Indlan culture to offer 
one's sufferlngs, through 5uch practices as s、切"
lodges, pierclngs and sun dances, accompanled by 
prayers to the creator for the good of the 
communlty. Thus, the concept of jesus' sufferlng 
on the cross for the redemption of the world Is 
readl1y grasped. And St. Kate口's fasting and 
peoances witness to how our sufferlngs can be 
unlted wìth those of Christ 

51ster Marie Rose also n时es that Katerî's deslre 

for peace is what ìed her to leav巳 her v!Hage. She 
wll11ngly left famlly aod community in order to 
foster p咀四 in her village 

Within our diocese 
Although 5比 Katerî never set foot 10 the Dioce巧e

of Duluth, her lmpac立 here has been great. Many 
shrines, stained glass windows, pic阳res aod statues 
have been erected in her honor throughout the 
diocese 

Linda LeGarde Grover, a member of the Bois 
Forte Band of the Mlnnesota Chippewa Tribe, 
notes, "My introductlon to Kateri Teka1;witha was a 

~" I picture in the 5t. Lawrence church calendar that 
my mother hung on the wall in the kJtchen, next 
toth巳 stove and above the step-stool, where the 
1ittle chlldren could cllmb UD to see better." 

She recognizes the effect that thls picture had 
upon her family: "We kids loved the monthly 
plctur的 of the salnts, and that summer my pre 
"吧n sisters and 1 were drawn to the story of the 
Native gir1 who had been declared venerable by 
Pope Plus." 

Linda is thankful that a delegation from the 
Diocese of Duluth was able to travel to Rome for 
St. Kateri飞s canonlzation. 5he hopes that St. Kateri's 
life will continue to inspire young pe叩 e to retain 
Natìve arts and skil1s, as well 部 to îmitate her 
"'simple nfe of servlce' (Pope Benedict XV I) to 
others." 

5he notes, "The foundatlon of NaUve 
child<-earlng 15 teachlng chlldren to be thankfu1, 
generou5, r臼pectful and aware of the importance 
0' 由e spiritual nature of the world around us." 

5t. Katerl, the f1rst Amerlcan Indian salot, is a 
g'回t modelln all these regards 

A speclal celebratlon of 5t. KaterJ Tekakwitha's 
feast day will be held at the Cathedral of Our Lady 
of the Rosary ln Duluth on Sunday, July 14. Blshop 
Paul Slrba will celebrate Mass at 3 p.fil. A picnlc at 
Holy Rosary School wlll follow. Everyone is invlted 
to celebrate the life of this inspirational salot 

Also, durîng the Ye也r of Faith, several churches 
in our dloc吧咯e have been dεclared pllgrimage sites 
by Bishop 51rba because of their connecUon to 
5t. Katerl. Please see the dlocesan webslte 
'Ivw\v.dloceseduh.ith.OI.I; for more Informatlon on 
how 定o make such a pilgrimage 




