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The Constitutions of 1248 stated that the Cross Brother Clerics wore a habit of unshaven wool, a gray scapular and a black cloak. On the scapular and the cloak a vault was sewn at chest height, the upright bar of which was of red and the crossbar of white cloth. The converses wore wide and long scapulars of black cloth over their shorter gray scapulars. The latter were rounded at the back and pointed at the front at the bottom. On both scapulars the red and white cross was applied at chest height.
Six centuries later, at the General Chapter of 1856, the clothing of the clergy and that of the converses was described as follows. The clergy wore a habit of white wool, reaching down to the feet, closed at the front with buttons. The collared shirt was also of white fabric. The scapulars and mozettas were of black cloth. The buttoned mozetta had to fall open from the front so that the red and white cross was clearly visible. On the back of the mozetta, a piece of black fabric in the shape of a triangle or in a more rounded shape was sewn as a reminder of the earlier capuce. The cingel (with hanging sash) and the bonnet were of black fabric. The cross ring was that of the religious. At the priorial feasts, the clergy wore a superplie. The clothing of the lay brothers consisted of habit of rough black cloth and a cincture without a sash. The lay brothers did not wear a mozetta. The scapular was tapered at the front and rounded at the back. They wore the cingle over the scapular. On the white collar they had a black collared shirt. In the winter they were allowed to wear a black coat, which reached over the knees. They were also allowed to wear a black calotte.
The Second Vatican Council issued a decree asking all religious orders and congregations to revise their constitutions and adapt them to the changed circumstances of the times. As a result of secularization, the typical garments of the Order were worn less and less frequently. In 1980, however, the Constitutions insisted on wearing the Order's vestments at least during choir prayers. The lay brothers were given the right to wear the same clothing as the clergy. 
In the past act centuries several changes were made to the monastic garb of the Crusaders. 
The undergarment
The undergarment of the crucifixion brothers was of cloth (woolen fabric). A woolen or linen undergarment on the naked body feels unpleasant and constitutes a separate mortification. From 1357 onwards the general chapters indicated that those who wished to be released from wearing a woolen undergarment had to request permission from the prior general or the visitator. In 1632 Godfried van Lit, prior in Venlo, wrote that linen and other soft stiffeners spoil the body; wearing woolen and hairy fabrics on the body is necessary to keep the body in check. According to van Lit, bed sheets were also not allowed to be of linen, but rather of cloth. In 1652 the general chapter determined that novices should wear a woolen undergarment. In 1658 the general chapter determined that the crusaders in the monasteries, where until then linen undergarments had been worn, could continue to do so. The novices, however, had to wear a woolen undergarment. In 1698, prior general Pierre Hansotte visited the convent of St. Agatha. He ordered the conventuales to wear woolen undergarments. After that, ovel' woolen undergarments were no longer discussed at the general chapters. 
The pellicium 
Over the woolen undergarment, the monastics wore a pelt or pellicium. This pelt was often a long coat, reaching down to the ankles. The fur was turned inward, for it had to protect the body from cold. According to the Constitutions of 1248, the Crusaders were not allowed to have more than three habits and one pelt (VOOl' the winter) or four habits without a pelt. 
The habit
Over the fur a white garment was thrown, which was called superpellitium. This superpellitium covered the entire pelt, reached to the ankles and had very wide sleeves. The clergy wore them inside and outside the church. Among the monks and canons, the superplie was limited to service at the altar and administering the sacraments. The Crusaders donned a woolen garment, in white color, over their fur. This white, woolen garment was called a habi'jt. In the first centuries the clergy did not wear the habit when they put on the superplice over their fur before the service at the altar. The white habit was a symbol of purity, according to Petrus Pincharius (+ 1382). For him, the length of the habit symbolized perseverance in the virtues. Just as a habit that is too short makes the whole garment look ridiculous, so the whole goodness of a person is lost if he does not persevere long enough (read: too short), according to Pincharius. Initially, the habit resembled a baggy tunic. From 1750 on, it gained some waist and began to look more like the cassock of the world's lords. Henceforth, it was closed from the front entirely with buttons.
In the 16th century, some of the Crusaders were ashamed of their white habit and donned a black robe of precious cloth. In the 17th century, the Crusaders wore habits with the sleeves partially open. In the 18th century, some crusaders had short habits made, which they hid under colored cloaks. Some crusaders wore lay clothes outside the monastery in the 18th century. In 1736, the general chapter determined, that traveling crusaders could wear a black suit, but under their coat they had to have a white vest, so that everyone would recognize them as crusaders.
From 1248 to 1789, it was maintained that each candidate crusader stayed in the monastery for one or two months in lay clothing after acceptance by the chapter of convents. Then he was dressed in a black cassock, which for the clerics was replaced after two months by a white habit. Then began the actual novitiate year. The black cassock recalled the black Clothing of the secular canons, from which the cross brothers had evolved. The converses dl'oegen a black habit and the donates wore a simple gray or black robe, which reached over the knees. Around the shoulders they wore a kind of collar of the same fabric, which extended to the back in a point of at least two fingers in length (a capuce). From 1627 the donors were allowed to wear the habit of the converses on Sundays and feast days and at processions. 
The cingel 
The friars of the Cross wore a leather belt: a cingel or girdle. From it they originally (until the sixteenth century) hung in a sheath a knife (which they needed at the table) and three keys (to open and close their cell, the church, and their book chest). Pincharius, around 1360, saw in the knife on the belt a symbol of prudence. A knife cuts bread and meat into smaller portions, so they can pass mouth and not be too big or too small. The same is what the virtue of prudence does in relation to the other virtues : it ensures that we practice the various virtues to the right degree and do not sin by practicing too much or too little of a particular virtue. Keys, according to Pincharius, served to close: the first to close the heart from the world, the second to lock the mouth, and the third to keep the eyes and ears closed to the evil world.

Godefridus van Lit wrote around 1630 that the cincture, which pressed the habit against the body, restrained the loins and was therefore also the symbol of mortification (abstinence and chastity).

From 1700 the belt was replaced by a sash of cheviot with woolen fringe. Initially, a snared sash was worn around the habit, later the stiffer model of the Roman sash was adopted.

In 1856 it was decreed that the lay brothers and also the novices did not wear a sash. From the twentieth www, crusaders who obtained a doctorate were allowed to wear a second sash. 
The scapular 
Initially, the scapular was a work apron, which had to protect the habit when working. Later the original purpose was lost from sight and the scapular was increasingly shortened and narrowed down to be worn as a habit. It even went so far that the scapular was taken off during work to avoid staining it. In the Middle Ages, if lay people and benefactors wanted to share in the good web of the religious, the prior would put a reduced scapular of the order on them as an outward sign of their participation. In the twentieth century this reduced, woollen scapular was replaced by a metal medal.
Among the Crusaders, the scapular was shorter than the habit and of gray or black woolen fabric. In one monastery they wore black scapulars, in the other gray. The lay brothers also wore black or gray scapulars, but the ends were not to be cut off straight, as with the priests, but pointed at the front and rounded at the back. The scapular was worn by the priests loosely above the cingel and by the friars under the cingel, which was practical for manual labor.
Pincharius saw in the black color of the scapular the virtue of strength, for Aristotle is said to have said that black animals are the strongest and that dark fruits are often the ripest.
The color was debated until 1528. Some crusaders were attached to the gray scapular because they saw in it the color of Christ's cross. Others claimed that it was against monastic poverty to wear a color, which was not natural. Gray was artificial in their eyes. You could only choose between white and black, because you only have white and black sheep and no gray. In 1528 it was imposed that everyone should henceforth wear a black scapular. 
The capuce 
In ancient times, travelers, farmers and workmen wore a long coat in the winter, which was fitted with a pointed hat or cap. That hat was called caputium and later capuce. The capuce was copied by the religious in the Middle Ages and sewn onto the scapular. In time this cap became wider and covered the shoulders and part of the chest. However, this wide shape was not practical because the head did not get enough protection. Therefore, the hat was divided into two parts: the part which was supposed to enclose the head was narrowed and closed immediately under the chin; the remaining part was allowed to rest on the shoulders and chest and in the long run it was turned into a kind of collar or short cloak, which ended in a point on the back and thus resembled the point of the former cap.
The Crusaders wore a black capuce. Not only outdoors, but also in the chilly churches, the capuce came in handy. Instead of the pointed shape, this headgear often took on a more square shape, sometimes a horned one. One spoke of an almutium. The underside of the shoulder cape was often decorated with the tails of squirrels or ermines. The almutium was in use among the Brethren of the Cross around 1292, as evidenced by the paintings on the reliquary of St. Odilia. Pincharius mentioned the almutium about 1362. Just as the game, which provided the fur for this cloak, hid in caves and dens, so too, according to Pincharius, did the friars of the Cross have to flee into the solitude of their cells to avoid the dangers of the evil world. For a long time, however, this garment did not remain in use. In 1436, the Cologne friars of the cross made use of it. In 1632 Godefridus van Lit had to call upon his Venlo fellow brethren to reintroduce the almutium. The general chapters of 1721, 1724, 1727 and 1730 prescribed the wearing of the almutium. Wearing this cloak was then still common in France, no longer elsewhere. 
The mozetta 
In the 18th century, the capuce was slowly but surely transformed into the model of the mozetta, a shoulder garment that was midway between capuce and almutius. The capuce was lengthened to the elbows and the point on the back was cut off to create an elegant bell-shaped cloak, which was cut open at the front and fitted with buttons. As soon as the crusaders introduced the mozetta, they also dropped the hood. The earlier hood was remembered by a triangular piece of cloth sewn onto the back of the mozette. The name capuce also disappeared. The mozetta remained open at the front to leave the red and white cross on the scapular visible. The General Chapters of 1724, 1727 and 1730 allowed the wearing of the mozetta only to the priors. Later, the priests also wore the mozetta, but they were not allowed to apply the buttons. Still later the priests decorated their mozetta with buttons. Still later, the novices wore two buttonies. 
The cross vau the order 
The cross brothers wore a red and white cross on the chest. Its shape is somewhat different from that of the Maltese Cross, which with eight sharp points almost looks like a star. That of the Cross Brothers is a wide-armed cross with semi-circular outlines. Pincharius saw in this cross the three divine virtues: in both halves of the white bar he saw Faith and Hope; in both halves of the red bar he saw Love of God and of fellow men. Others claimed that the red and white reminded of the blood and water that flowed from Jesus' side after the lance stabbing of headman on Good Friday. Thus, one could read it from the band stamp of the Crusaders of Paris:My beloved is white and red. 
The bonnet 
The Roman Missal of 1570 required the priest to wear a bonnet when going to the altar before Holy Mass and when leaving after it. In the Order of the Holy Cross this rule was introduced at the General Chapter of 1673. Six years later its use was left to the priors of the individual monasteries. In 1714, there were still monasteries where the Cross monks covered their heads with the hood instead of the bonnet. In Huy, the bonnet was worn in 1721 and all other monasteries were invited to follow suit.
Without a bonnet, one was not allowed to leave his room. Whenever sung prayers and spiritual reading took place during meals, the priests had to cover themselves with the bonnet. Each priest wore a bonnet with three wings, doctores wore one with four wings. In 1920, Pope Pius XI granted Magister General Henricus Hollmann the privilege of wearing a purple bonnet. At the 1948 election of generals, a bonnet served as a ballot box to collect the ballots. It was a barge-shaped, wide model The lay brothers did not wear a bonnet. They covered their crown with a low black cap.
The collared or priest's collar
For the first four centuries of their existence, the friars of the Cross did not know a collared shirt. From the 17th century onwards the crusaders wore a linen collar with silver buckle, which from the second half of the 19th century was closed at the back. After the First World War the linen collar was replaced by a rubber collar. From the 18th century onwards the friars also wore a white collar. 
The footwear 
The Cross Brothers/Cruscers wore white stockings. At the General Chapter of 1868 they were given the choice between white and black stockings. The 1925 statutes established the wearing of black stockings.
Until the first half of the 16th century, the crusaders walked on a kind of slipper, half-shoes, consisting of a sole and a front shoe.
In 1624, the Cologne Crusaders wore shoes decorated with eyes. During the visitation they were forbidden to wear such shoes. In 1630, during the provincial chapter in Roermond, the wearing of conspicuous footwear was prohibited. 
The choir robe
In the choir and also on the street, the crusaders wore a black cloak. This choir robe was shorter than the habit, so that one could always see a border of white cloth sticking out from under the black robe. The cloak opened up to the chest. On the breast, just below the capuce, was a red and white cross. Thus the cross of the saint was worn both on the scapular and on the cloak.
The choir robe was worn against the cold and was also used as a sign of penance and sorrow. The cloak was worn immediately after the Feast of the Lifting of the Cross, when the great fast began for the crucified, which lasted until Easter. After Easter, no cloak was worn during the day, except for penitential processions and death offerings. On high feasts during the winter, the cloak was not worn during High Mass and Vespers. Then one wore a white choir robe.
According to Pincharius, the black cloak was reminiscent of death. The cloak taught him, how the thoughts of our extremes - death, hell and heaven - must always envelope and occupy our soul. In 1632 Van Lit saw in the cloak the black bier garment. The cloak therefore reminded the Crusaders that they were dead to the world. In France in the 18th century, the Crusaders did not wear a black choir robe. When they went out into the streets, they put on a priest's hat and wore an elegantly swaying abbé cloak. 
The superplie 
In the Middle Ages, the Brethren of the Cross wore a special dress during choral prayer. Mindful of Christ's admonition not to appear at the wedding supper of God's Son without a wedding garment, they wore their vestis nuptialis, their wedding garment, when they went to the wedding of God's Lamb" - the prayer of hours. Over all their daily garments (habit, scapular and capuce) they then threw on a linen superplie, a long white linen garment, with wide sleeves, which reached exactly to the ankles and did not have to be suspended by the cingel.
The superplie was worn only in the choir, every day from Paten to Exaltation of the Cross and between Exaltation of the Cross and Easter only on double and even higher feasts.
Pincharius read in the Old Testament, that the priests, every time they had to bid as official representatives of the people, were dressed in white. Therefore, he saw in the white choir robe the symbol of devout prayer.
In 1417, the general chapter abolished the superplie. This aroused such a large protest that the general chapter of 1418 reintroduced it. Around 1600 the wearing of a superplie fell into disuse. The general chapters of 1612, 1620 and 1773 prescribed that the superplie be worn in the processions. Thereafter, the general chapters repeatedly called for the wearing of the superplice to be honored, but daily practice rather indicated that it should not be worn.
After 1840, attempts were made to reintroduce the wearing of the superplice in the choir. The clergymen wore it especially during the administration of the sacraments, at feast days, sacramental processions and funerals. 
The pontificalia 
In 1630, Pope Boniface VIII granted Prior General Augustine Neerius and his successors the privilege of changing his black capuce into a purple, green or blue mozetta. In addition, he was allowed to wear mitre, ring and staff. He was allowed to pontificate like a bishop and administer the crown decoration and lower ordinations to subjects. The magister general of the Crusades still enjoys these privileges today. In 1924 the magister general Henricus Hollmann received the privilege of wearing a purple bonnet on his silver jubilee as general. The right to wear a ring belonged to abbots, cardinals, prelates, and theologians. In the eighteenth century, people liked to compare the profession of a religious to a marriage between him and the monastery church: he was the groom, the monastery church the bride. The professorship and ordination then became spiritual weddings. Priors, who felt like bishops in their churches and monasteries, also began to wear rings as a sign of their attachment to their churches and monasteries. Since the nineteenth century, only the magister general wears the prelate's ring.
Around 1300, the pectoral cross became the distinguishing mark for a bishop. In 1630, the prior general was granted the right to wear a pectoral cross. At first this cross was worn on a cord, later on a chain of office above the purple mozetta. 
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